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PKEFACE. 



The object of the writer, in the following 
pages, is to counteract some very prevailing 
errors. The information necessary for the 
correction of those errors being contained in 
expensive and voluminous works, and such 
as do not commonly fall in the way of gene- 
ral readers, he has extracted from them, and 
exhibited in a connected form such matter 
$ls appeared to him sufficient for the object 
in view. 

The Historical information -conveyed in 
this work the reader may rely upon, being 
gathered with great care from writers of 
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undisputed authority ; extracts from writers 
of doubtful, or questioned, character, such 
as Simeon Metaphrastes, 1 have been care- 
fully excluded. 

At the present time, when the Infidel, 
Papist, 2 and Sectarian are banded together 
in one unholy alliance for the destruction of 
that "holy and beautiful house in which 
our fathers worshipped," the most humble 
of her defenders, who attempts to stand in 
the breach, cannot hope to escape the weapon 
of the assailant. The Author is therefore 
prepared to meet with opposition to his 
statements from uninformed and prejudiced 

I am aware of Dr. Christians. See, however, 

Cave's favourable opinion the British Magazine for 

of this writer as it regards Nov. 1837. p. 485. 

the lives of the early 2 See Appendix !• 
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Dissenters, and from bigotted and intolerant 
Papists ; but taking his stand on the strong 
ground of scripture, history, and primitive 
usage, he can take up the language of the 
psalmist, and say, " Though an host should 
encamp against me, my heart shall not fear ;" 
and. thankful that he has been led to see 
the truth and beauty of that Church, in the 
communion of which the mercy of his God 
has placed him, he would add, " One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after ; that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord and to enquire in his 
temple." And in the spirit of the disciple 
of Bethsaida, he would say to all around him, 
" Come and see." 
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In humble dependence upon that Qod 
whose glory he seeks, he now sends forth 
his little publication, and prays that it may 
be owned by Him, in leading some to see 
the scriptural character of that Church 
which he believes to be "founded on the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone." 

Chedbubgh Rectory, 
Dec. 6, 1837. 
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Page 46, Note, line 1, for foot, read bona 
66, line 17, dele of. 
68, Note, line 10, for Saporum, read Sapor em. 

12, for lucidus nudant, read hcidiut nudat 
72, line 2, for apostolical, read apostatical 
85, Head-line, for Doctrine, read Derivation. 
100, Note 16, line 1, for Barnet, read Burnet 
116, Note, tine 3, for Flaccua, read Flacctu. 
120, line 14, for a.d. 1520, read a.d. 520, 



Additional Note omitted in page 14. 

For a clear and powerful statement of real protestant 
principles I would refer the reader to that excellent work 
of the Rev. C. Smith — "Letters on National Religion" 
especially to Letter V. 
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TRUE CHARACTER 



THE CHUECH OF ENGLAND. 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

I have often been struck with the want of 
correct information amongst educated, and, 
otherwise, well-informed persons, as to the 
true character of the Church of England. 

One very prevailing error is, that the 
Christian religion was first introduced into 
Britain from Rome by the Monk Augustine, 
who is frequently called by Protestants, as 
well as Romanists, " the Apostle of Eng- 
land/' and that therefore Romanism was the 
first form of Christianity in our land. Con- 
nected with this, is the equally erroneous 
notion that our ecclesiastical orders are ex- 
clusively derived from the Roman Church, 
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2 THE TRUE CHARACTER OF 

while by the Papists the opinion is indus- 
triously promulgated that our orders are 
altogether irregular and devoid of apostolical 
succession. 

Another very common error, equally, if 
not more mischievous in its tendency to 
alienate the affections of her children from 
the Church, prevails extensively amongst 
the Dissenters, and unhappily also amongst 
some pious members of our own communion : 
viz. that our liturgy is only the Roman ser- 
vice book, or missal, purified from some of 
ite grosser superstitions; and the remains 
of popery in our book of common prayer is 
a subject frequently discussed. 

Britain, however, is not indebted to Rome 
for her religion, her orders, or her liturgy. 
In the apostolic days, if not by the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles himself, the glad 
tidings of salvation were published on her 
shores; a Christian Church was planted, and 
in primitive simplicity and godly order 
bishops, priests, and deacons fed the flock 
of Christ. True, the Saxon overspread the 
land, and barbarous heathenism for a time 
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TOE CHURCH OF ENOLANB. 3 

obscured the light of Christianity in Britain ; 
Irat the light was not extinguished — the 
candlestick was not removed — and can we 
suppose that it did not, in some degree at 
least, dispel the surrounding darkness ? A 
Christian Church is as the leaven hid in the 
measure of meal, which leavens the sur- 
rounding mass : and history informs us that 
the work of conversion was going on amongst 
the Saxon settlers in Britain before Augus- 
tine the Monk, by order of Pope Gregory 
the First, set his foot on the shores of Kent. 

But what did Augustine introduce into 
Britain t 1 Not the blessing of Christianity, 



1 This Augustine, after 
his arriuafl, conuerted the 
Saxons indeede from Pa- 
ganisme, — but he also im- 
bued them wyth no lesse 
hurtfull supeisticion, than 
they did know before : for 
beside the only name of 
Christ, and external con- 
tempt of. their pristinate 
idolatrye, he taught them 



nothing at all, but rather I 
say made an exchange from 
grosse to subtill trecherie, 
from open to secret idola- 
trye, and fro 1 the name of 
Pagans to the bare title of 
Christians, thinking this 
sufficient for theyr soules' 
health, and the stablishment 
of hysmonachisme, of which 
kind of profession, the holye 
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for that she had received already, but the 
curse of popery. I grant that it was not 
popery in her most horrid form; for the 
monster of the twelfth century had not at- 
tained to full height and power. 

H t otoyn pa vfira xopMrtrrrou otvraq ncurm 
OvffaS WTDgi£i xogn xod tin )$w\ {hum. s 

Still it is popery and not Christianity which 
we owe to Augustine ; he sowed the tares 
amongst the wheat, and awfully abundant 
hath been the harvest which the enemy of 
souls hath reaped from that deadly seed ! 

But the Protestant Church in Britain was 
not entirely overwhelmed and lost under the 
accumulating corruption and encroaching 
tyranny of the Roman hierarchy : she was 



Scriptures of God can in 
no wyse allowe. But what 
cared lie sith he got the 
great fish for which he did 
cast his hooke, and so great 
was the fish that he caught 
in the end, that within the 
space of 1000 yeres and 
lesse it deuoured the fourth 
8 Horn. II. iv. 442. 



part and more of the best 
soyle of the Islande, which 
was whollye bestowed upon 
his monkes, and other re- 
lygious brodes, y* were 
hatched since his time." — 
Hollinshead, Book I. chap, 
viii. p. 11. — Ed. Black 
Letter, London, 1577. 
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 5 

cast down but not destroyed, and from time 
to time some faithful witnesses were heard 
making their solemn protest for the truth of 
God against the lying blasphemies of the 
papal Anti-Christ; until Wickliff and his 
persecuted followers gave testimony that the 
Lord had not forgotten her — that the Holy 
Spirit was poured out upon her from on 
high — that the vital principle within her was 
strengthened, and that she was struggling 
to free herself from the bonds and fetters in 
which she had groaned so long. The day 
soon arrived when the sword of the Spirit 
unsheathed was put into her hand, and wield- 
ing it by that hand of faith with which she 
grasped it, she " put to flight the armies of 
the alien,"* and became " mighty through 



3 I use the word " alien" 
advisedly, notwithstanding 
the clamour which has been 
raised about the term being 
applied to the subjects of the 
Pope residing in the British 
dominions. Let the reader 
consider the following ex- 



tracts from the Oath of 
fealty to the Pope, taken 
by theRoman titular bishops 
in England and Ireland, and 
saywhether the term* l alien* ' 
does not properly belong to 
them even at the present 
time:— 

b3 
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God to the pulling down of the strong-holds 
of Satan." She arose and shook herself from 

" Forma Juramenii, fa — Form of the Oath. 
" I, N., elect of the church of action, or treaty, in which shall 



N., from henceforward will be 
faithfUl and obedient to St Peter 
the Apostle, and to the Holy 
Roman Church, and to our 
Lord the Lord Pops N., and 
to his successors canonically 
entering. I will neither advise, 
consent, nor do anything that 
they may lose life or member, 
or that their persons may be 
seized, or hands anywise laid 
upon them, or any injuries offer- 
ed to them under any pretence 
whatsoever. The counsel with 
which they shall entrust me, by 
themselves, their messengers, or 
letters, I will not to their pre- 
judice knowingly reveal to any. 
" I will help them to keep and 
defend the Roman Papacy, and 
the regalities of St Peter, saving 



be plotted against our said Lord 
and the said Roman Church any- 
thing to the hurt or prejudice of 
their persons, right, honour, 
state, or power, and if I shall 
know any such thing to be treat- 
ed or agitated by any whatso- 
ever, I will hinder it to the ut- 
most of my power; and, as soon 
as I can, will signify it to our 
said Lord, or to some other by 
whom it may come to his know- 
ledge .... Heretics, schismatics, 
and rebels to our said Lord or his 
successors I will to the utmost 
of my power persecute and fight 
against (persequar et impug- 
nabo) The possessions be- 
longing to my table I will neither 
sell, nor give away, nor mort- 
gage, nor grant anew in fee, nor 



my order, against all men anywise alienate ; no, not even 

The rights, honours, privileges, with the consent of the chapter 



and authority of the Holy Roman 
Church, of our Lord the Pope, 
and his aforesaid successors, 
I will endeavour to preserve, 
defend, increase, and advance. 
" I will not be in any counsel, 



of my church, without consult- 
ing the Roman Pontiff, &c .... 
So help me, God, and these holy 
Gospels of God."—" Pontificals 
Romanum." Rome, 1682. Supe- 
riorum permissu. . 
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the dust as a daughter of the spiritual Zion, 
and shone again in the pure robes of truth, 
for her light was come and the glory of the 
Lord had risen upon her. But long and 
arduous was the conflict which she main- 
tained against the powers of darkness, and 
severe the persecution which she endured in 
making her faithful protest. The fires of 
Smithfield, 4 and the noble army of martyrs, 
who there, and in other parts of the king- 
dom, sealed that protest with their blood, 
bore testimony to her sincerity and her 
faithfulness. 

It may be a new thing to some of my 
readers to be told that the Church of Britain 
has never yet been canonically under the juris- 
diction of the Bishop of Home ; but such is 
the fact. It is true that the yoke of the 
Roman pall 5 has been imposed on the shoul- 

4 In the year 1558, there 6 The pall is a vestment 

were burnt in London and worn by the Archbishop on 

Middlesex, above sixteen, his shoulders as a mark of 

and in other parts of £ng- obedience to him fromwhom 

land twenty-four persons. he received it. The Roman 
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dere of her archbishops, and Romish legatee 
have insolently lorded it over God's heri- 
tage in our land — true it is that prince and 
people have bowed beneath the frown of 
him whom they in ignorance supposed did 
bear the key of heaven—true it is that the 
" smoke silver "• has been wrung from the 
labour- worn hand of the British peasant to 
swell the more than regal pomp, and minister 
to the worse than heathen vices of the success 
sors of St. Peter: true it is that, with a blasphe- 
mous assumption of spiritual dominion, the 
Pope poured forth his anathemas against our 
Church, and dared to excommunicate the 
Christian sovereign of these realms* But 
this domination over the British Church 



pall is made of the wool of 
two white lambs which the 
Nujm of St. Agnes offer 
yearly upon the altar while 
the " Agnus Dei" is being 
sung at high mass. After 
the pall is made it ia laid on 
the altar of StPeter'sChurch 
on the bodies of Peter and 
Paul, where it remains all 



night. — See Mason, p. 204, 
and Coffins' Eccl. His. vol. 
i. p. 6&— Walter d Gray, 
Abp. of York, paid 10,000Z. 
for his palL — Matt. Paris, 
p. 274. 

6 King Offa granted to 
the Pope, for the mainte- 
nance of an English school 
at Rome, the sum of one 
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 9 

was usurped — was submitted to from neces- 
sity, and only tolerated till it became intol- 
erable. It was the incubus brooding on the 
bosom of the Church of Christ in England, 
obstructing and suspending her vital func- 
tions by its fiendish pressure, and causing 
an unhealthy slumber through her long and 
dreary night, till the voice from on high 
awoke her, and the light of divine truth 
again shining around her, she started from 
her dreamy sleep and by a vigorous and 
successful effort shook off the demon that 
had oppressed her. I repeat that the do- 
minion of the Roman pontiff over the Church 
of Britain was usurped and uncanonical; for 
no national synod had granted to him that 
dominion, nor had any general council de- 
penny from every House in as a debt, and demanded as 
his dominions, hence called an absolute tribute to the 
" smoke silver," and also Pope. Upon a reasonable 
" Peter pence," because it computation, this tax a- 
was made payable annually mounted to no less than 
on the feast of " St. Peter seven thousand five hundred 
advincula." What was first pounds a year, a prodigious 
granted as a voluntary cha- sum in those days, 
rity was afterwards claimed 
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creed that she should be under his jurisdic- 
tion — on the contrary, in direct opposition 
to and in the contempt and breach .of the 
canons of both the general councils of Nice 7 
and Ephesue, 8 he extended his "proud and 
worldly dominion" over the provinces of 
the British bishops. The Church of Bag- 



7 I»et the ancient customs 
prevail,fiO as that the Bishop 
of Alexandria have power 
over those places in Egypt, 
namely, Libya and Penta- 
polis, ae it is the custom for 
the Bishqpof Borne to have 
the same power (i e. over 
those places in Italy over 
which the prefect of the city 
of Rome had jurisdiction) 
likewise in Antioch and 
other provinces let thepro- 
vileges be secured to the 
Churches." -Coun. of Nice, 
can* vi.— See Johnson, Fade 
Mecum 9 p. 48. Also, Pal- 
mer, Origines Liturgicce, 
vol. ii, p. 263. 



8 The council of Ephesua 
forbade bishops to assume 
jurisdiction over provinces 
which had not from the be- 
ginningbeen subject to their 
predecessors* It enjoined 
on all who might have taken 
such provinces an imme- 
diate restitution, and de- 
creed, " that every province 
should preserve pure and 
inviolate the rights which it 
had from the beginning; 
that the councils of the Fa- 
thers may not be trans- 
gressed, nor the pride of 
worldly dominion enter un- 
der pretence of the sacred 
ministry." — Council of 
Ephesus f can. viii. 
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land, therefore, was not guilty of schism in 
casting off this uncanonical and usurped 
authority. She rightly and orderly placed 
herself again under the godly rule of her 
own metropolitan and diocesan pastors, in 
obedience to the canons of the council of 
Nice, which were subscribed by her primi- 
tive bishops who sat and voted in that 
council. Thus reanimated and freed from 
her thraldom, she had to provide for the 
spiritual nourishment of her children. Her 
first care was to set forth a form of sound 
words in the language of her land, by which 
the common prayers and praises of the family 
of God might ascend to him through the 
name of the common Redeemer and Inter- 
cessor; and by which a means should be 
provided for the scriptural education and 
spiritual growth of her children. And in 
making this provision we cannot but admire 
and be thankful for that wisdom by which 
she wa» directed. That simple and pure 
form in which our forefathers worshipped 
was sought for and found in the liturgical 
books of York, Hereford, Sarum, and Ban- 
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12 THE TRUE CHARACTER OF 

gor, though buried under the Romish rub- 
bish, which, " while men slept," had been 
heaped upon it. This, like pure grain, was 
carefully separated from the chaff with 
which it had been mixed, and to it were 
added considerable portions from the ancient 
liturgies of the African, Greek, and other 
apostolic churches. But every part was first 
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary ; all 
was tried by the standard of divine truth — 
the written Word of God. And being thus 
approved by the representatives of the whole 
Church of England in the Convocations of 
the two provinces, it was presented to the 
king and great council of the nation, not 
for debate and reconsideration, but to receive 
the civil sanction of the state. 

In the following chapters we shall 
consider — 

The Protestant character and Apostolic 
foundation of the early British Churches : 

The Apostolic succession of Orders and 
Doctrine of the British Priesthood: 

And the derivation and primitive cha- 
racter of the British Ritual. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE PROTESTANT CHARACTER AND APOSTO- 
LIC FOUNDATION OF THE EARLY BRITISH 
CHURCHES. 



Protestantism is associated in the minds of 
most persons with the Reformation in Ger- 
many; and with the successful struggles 
which were simultaneously made by the 
Churches of Britain and some of the Swiss 
cantons, to cast off the Roman yoke. And 
as Protestantism obtained its proper desig- 
nation from the protest which was presented 
by the little band of Saxon Reformers at the 
Diet of Augsburgh, many are led to date its 
origin from that event. But such persons 
lose sight of the important fact, that this 
was but one instance of the development 
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14 THE TRUE CHARACTER OF 

of the great principle which must be recog- 
nized as having been actively present in the 
church of God, from the first establishment 
of that church on earth. Nay, we may go 
farther, and affirm, that the Protestant prin- 
ciple must be traced, like other characteris- 
tic marks of the true Church of God, up to 
the Deity himself. For what are all the 
denunciations of God's anger against sin 
but one collective solemn protest made by 
the Almighty Creator against the rebellion 
of the creature ? And although that rebel- 
lion is permitted by infinite wisdom, to 
continue through this present dispensa- 
tion, yet it is not suffered so to continue 
without a constant standing protest against 
it, for God hath not at any time " left him- 
self without a witness." 

The Protestant principle is simply this — 
the protest of truth against error 9 under 
any character or form. We recognize this 

* The Church of England rors of the various sects who 

protests, not only against assume the title of Protest- 

the errors of the papal schism ant dissenting Churches. 
but equally against the er- 
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 15 

principle in the woe-fraught consequences 
which followed man's first transgression. — 
Even the curse under which " all creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now," is a standing memento of the 
holy abhorrence with which He who is truth 
itself regards this awful apostacy. We 
recognize this principle in the faithful 
warning given by Noah, " a preacher of 
righteousness," against the sins of those who 
had " corrupted their way upon the earth ;" 
which was practically exhibited in the act 
of building the ark, " by which he con- 
demned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith." We see 
it plainly and continually set before us in 
the dealings of God towards his chosen peo- 
ple — the Jews, whilst bringing them out of 
Egypt, and leading them through the wil- 
derness to the promised land : in his uphold- 
ing the authority of Moses and Aaron, whom 
he had especially chosen for that great work, 
and in the righteous judgment inflicted 
upon the schismatic and rebellious company 
of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram; as also in 
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the manifestation of his jealousy for the 
honour of his holy name in the matter of 
the golden calf. Nor is it less clearly 
revealed in his righteous extermination of 
the Canaanitish nations — the measure of 
whose iniquity was full. And lastly, in that 
transcript of the divine mind, the holy law 
given from Mount Sinai. Throughout the 
whole of the Jewish dispensation, it was 
continually presented in the appointment of 
the service of the sanctuary, the frequent 
typical sacrifices of which clearly indicated 
to the eye of faith, the eternal and infinite 
abhorrence with which God beholds sin, and 
were a continual memorial that the guilt 
which man had contracted by his departure 
from truth was of such a nature, that with- 
out the shedding of blood there could be no 
remission. This principle appears again in 
the messages which, from time to time, the 
holy Prophets were commissioned to deliver 
to the Jewish people. It was with Isaiah 
when, by the inspiration of God's spirit, he 
exclaimed, " Hear, oh heavens, and give ear, 
oh earth ! for the Lord hath spoken ; I have 
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 17 

nourished and brought up children, and they 
have rebelled against me." It was with 
Jeremiah, when standing in the gate of the 
temple, he proclaimed to the people the 
Lord's protest against their evil doings ! 
And again, when he denounced the false 
prophecy of Hananiah ; and lastly, when in 
the " prison of the king's house," he dictated 
to Baruch " the roll of the book." For this 
principle he suffered in the dungeon of 
Malchiah that which thousands of God's 
faithful Protestants have suffered — the per- 
secution of an ungodly world. Need we say 
that this principle was acted on by Daniel 
in the court of Darius, and by Jonah in the 
streets of Nineveh? 

Faithful, too, was the protest of him in 
whom the voice of prophecy, after the lapse 
of many ages, was again heard, in the 
wilderness of Judea, crying, " Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." He 
was sent to bear witness of the light ; and, 
faithful to his mission, he bare testimony to 
Him who is indeed the light, the glorious 
revelation of God's truth — the fulfilment 

c3 
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of all the declarations of his eternal cove- 
nant — when he pointed to Jesus as "the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of 
the world." He bore his faithful testimony 
against the sins of that generation, both 
before the multitudes in the wilderness of 
Judea, and in the court of the voluptuous 
Herod ; and fearless of those who could, (as 
indeed they did), only kill the body, he 
solemnly protested against sin, and faith- 
fully directed sinners to him through whom 
alone the sinner could find pardon. What 
was this but the very principle of Protestan- 
tism ? — that principle which, in after ages, 
was manifested by Luther, Calvin, Cranmer, 
and all who, by the energy of the holy spirit, 
are enabled to discern the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and to proclaim that truth in the face 
of a Christ-denying world. 

But how completely was this principle 
illustrated in the person of him who, as the 
great Protestant for the truth of God, 
came not only to redeem his people, but 
also to overthrow and destroy that whole 
system of delusion and error by which 
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mankind had been enslaved, and led captive 
at the will of him who was a liar from the 
beginning ; and to set up on this earth a 
kingdom — the throne of which should be 
established in truth. From his first reply, 
in that temptation to which he was subjected 
in the wilderness, to his final and triumph- 
ant exclamation, " It is finished," he ma- 
nifested, in its complete integrity, the 
character of a suffering Protestant ! 

The same principle was visible in the 
language and conduct of his Apostles and 
immediate followers ; in Peter's reply before 
the Jewish Sanhedrim ; Paul's preaching at 
Athens ; in the conduct of the same Apostle 
and Barnabas at Lystra; and in the sted- 
fastness of the holy Stephen, who led the 
way, and in the faithfulness of all the holy 
confessors of the truth who, during the 
persecutions of the early Christians, followed 
him, to receive the crown of martyrdom. 

Thus we find that the principle is the 
same, whether it be directed against the 
sins of the antediluvian inhabitants of the 
earth — against the wickedness of the Ca- 
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naanitfsh nations — the idolatry and rebel- 
lion of God's own people, the Jews — the 
heathen abominations of the polished na- 
tions of Greece and Rome — the more bar- 
barous heathenism of the uncivilized Gothic 
tribes — the cruel and inhuman rites of the 
Druidical priesthood in Britain — or the 
awful blasphemies of that " master-piece of 
Satan" the "mystery of iniquity" in the 
church of Rome. 

Whether, therefore, the Christian reli- 
gion was introduced into Britain by the 
Apostle Paul, or by any other of the imme- 
diate followers of our Lord, the very act of 
"preaching (proclaiming) repentance and 
remission of sins in His name," amongst the 
Pagan inhabitants of these islands, and de- 
nouncing, as both hateful to God and un- 
availing to man, the inhuman and bloody 
rites of that superstition to which they were, 
by education and habit, so stronglyattached, 
was in itself zprotestant act, and necessarily 
involved that principle which, we have seen, 
has ever been actively present in the true 
Church. 
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If then a Church was planted in Britain 
by Saint Paul, or by any other Christian 
missionary in the apostolic age, before the 
leaven of error had corrupted the purity of 
the faith, that Church must of necessity have 
been Protestant in its character. 

Let us now examine what evidence we 
have that a Christian Church was so planted 
amongst the ancient Britons. 

Gildas, a Briton by birth, and abbot of 
Bangor, who wrote in the year 540, speak- 
ing of the victory gained by Suetonius 
Paulinus over the Britons under Queen 
Boadicea, and of some events in British 
history prior to that time, says — 

" In the mean time Christ, (that true sun 
who, displaying his glorious beams, not 
from the temporal firmament, but from the 
supreme throne of heaven which is eternal, 
to give light to the whole world, as we know 
he did in the latter end of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, at which time, contrary to 
the will of the Roman Senate, 10 his religion 

10 Tertullian's authority this feet.— Eus. Eccl. His. 
is given by Eusebius for lib. ii. cap. 3, 
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was propagated without any impediment, 
death being threatened by that prince 
against those who obstructed the soldiers of 
Christ) granted, for the first time, his rays, 
(that is, his precepts,) to this cold frozen 
island situated at so great a distance from 
the visible sun." u 

Now the defeat of Boadicea happened 
in the seventh year of Nero's reign, or about 
a.d. 6 1 . ia We have, therefore, the testimony 
of an early British writer, worthy of full 
credit, that the gospel was preached in 
Britain at a time when most of the Apostles 
were still living. 



11 " Interea glaciali fri- 
gore rigent insulae et velut 
longiore terrarum secessu, 
Soli visibili non proximae, 
verus ille Sol, non de firma- 
mento temporali, sed de 
surama etiamccelorum arce, 
tempora cuncta excedente, 
universo orbi praefulgidum 
sui coruscum ostendens tem- 
pore, ut scimus, summo 
Tiberii Caesaris, quo absque 



ullo impedimento, ejuspro- 
pagabatur religio, commi- 
nata, senatu nolente, aprin- 
cipe morte, dilitoribus mi- 
litum ejusdem, radios suos 
primum, indulget, id est, 
sua precepta Christus." — 
Gildas. Ed. Gall. p. 10. 

18 Tacit in Juli Agric. 
ViU capxvi. — CamdenBrit. 
Vol. i. p. 76. 
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But long before Gildas, we have the con- 
current testimony of Tertullian and Origen 
to the same fact ; the former thus writes : — 
"Some countries of the Britains, which 
proved inaccessible to the Romans, are sub- 
ject to Christ." 13 And again: — "Britain 
lies surrounded by the ocean ; the Mauri 
and the barbarous Getulians are blocked up 
by the Romans, lest they should extend the 
limits of their countries. And what shall 
we say of the Romans themselves, who 
secure their empire only by the power of 
their armies ? Neither are they able, with 
all their force, to extend their empire be- 
yond these nations ; whereas, the kingdom 
of Christ and his name reach much farther ; 
he is everywhere believed in and worship- 
ped by all the nations above mentioned/' 1 * 

13 " Britannorum inac- rum barbaries a Romania 
cessa Romania loca, Christo obsidentur* ne regionum 
vero subdita. " — Tertutt. suarum fines excedant. Quid 
adv. JucUeos. de Romanis dicam, qui de 

14 " Britanniae intra ocea- legionum suarum praesidiis 
ni ambitum conclusae sunt, imperium suum muniunt 
Maurorum gens et Getulo- nee trans istas gentes por- 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 THE TRUE CHARACTER OF 

And the latter says : — " When did Britain, 
before the coming of Christ, unite in the 
worship of one God?" 16 which clearly im- 
plies that the Britains were then known to 
be Christians, and to have been drawn away 
from the worship of their many false 
gods through the knowledge of the " only 
true God and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
sent." 

That the Christian faith was very early 
received, and, in the days of Saint 
Chrysostom, was flourishing in Britain, 
we have that primitive father's clear testi- 
mony, who in his treatise " that Christ is 
God," thus writes:— "The British Islands 
situated beyond our sea, and lying in the 
very ocean, have felt the power of the word, 
for even there churches are built and altars 

rigere vires requi sui pos- — TerttUl. adv. Judaos, 

sunt ? Christi autem reg- cap. 7. 

num et nomen ubique por- 16 Quando enim terra 

rigitur, ubique creditor, ab Britanniae, ante adventum 

omnibus gentibus supra es Christi, in unius Dei con- 

numeratis coHtur, ubique sensit religionum.— Ort?> 

regnat, ubique adoratur." in Etek. horn. 4. 
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erected." 16 And in his latter epistle to the 
Corinthians, he says : — " Into whatever 
Church thou shalt enter — whether amongst 
the Moors or the Persians, or the inhabitants 
of the islands of Britain, thou hearest John 
declaring, * It is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brother's wife/ " 17 And again, in his 
sermon for Pentecost, we meet with a pas- 
sage to the same effect : " Wherever thou 
goest, whether to the Indians, to the Moors, 
to the Britains, even to the farthest bounds 
of the habitable earth, thou wilt find, f In the 
beginning was the Word/ and a life regu- 
lated by the precepts of religion." 18 Not 
only have we such strong evidence that 



16 AlBpcrcmvuii rrja-Qi a) Tijfc 
faXarrqc'cxT&fxcifAcyaf twfovfi 
xou cy avrS ivffeu Tp 'Qxcaw, 
t?c 8vwfy*€w$ ion 'priiAaTQf 
iiVOorTo' xa\ yog xp'xc? cxxXij- 
a-fa Ka) &v<riao*rvifiaverrr}ya<ri* 
Chrys. torn vi.p 635. Edi- 
tion Savil. 

17 Ov& vcp a> tlv&Jhft cfc 
iwthia-Iauff %S» *<» ti} Mat^ov 
nay iy tij TXtpvw wot vfof auras 



ra$ Bp€Tavix&$ vqo-ovq, dxa&€iq 
{tourroq rov leodww, oux efeori 
aw %%€i¥ rip ywatna $*yMnrov 
tow afafapov aw. — Chrys* 
torn. iii. p. 696. Ed. supra, 
18 Ow V ay avikOvis, €lf 
hfov$, c/V Mai^ofcfc elf Bf cray&f , 
€iq rvpf oiKOVfAenriv, cvpvjactf, 
*Ey a*px$ §y o \oyoq, xat piw 
WfcToy. Chrys. torn v. p. 
979. Ed. supra. 

D 
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Christianity was so early introduced into 
Britain, bat we have the authority of Euse- 
bius that the gospel was preached here by 
some one of the Apostles themselves : in his 
" Demonstratio Evengelica" he asserts that 
some of the Apostles preached the Christian 
doctrine in the most distant countries ; and 
adds, that they sailed over the ocean "to 
those islands which are called British/ 919 
This testimony is the more valuable, from 
the character of him who gives it ; and the 
opportunity which he had of ascertaining 
the truth of what he wrote. In order to 
obtain materials for his Ecclesiastioal His- 
tory, Eusebius would, of course, be diligent 
in his inquiries respecting the origin of 
every individual Church; — and he had 
abundant opportunities of obtaining full 
information on the subject of the Church of 
Britain, from the Emperor Constantine, who 
was well qualified to give such information, 
from his intimate knowledgeof Britishaffairs, 
his father, for a & long time, having governed 

19 Ew t^ xoWpevaf B^e- Demon, lib. iii. cap. 7. 
T«v*Ka$ wjowf.'— Eus* Evan, 
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Britain, and himself having been proclaimed 
Emperor here. And besides this, Eusebius 
was one of the bishops who were present at 
the council of Nice, which some of the Bri- 
tish bishops also attended ; from whom he 
undoubtedly received full satisfaction on 
this point. This testimony has also much 
weight from the manner in which it is pro* 
duced — not as a matter of bare history, but 
by way of argument to prove that the Apos- 
tles were not impostors. Now, unless the 
planting of a Church in Britain by the 
Apostles had been at that time a well-known 
feet, a writer of Eusebius' character would 
not have adduced it in support of his argu- 
ment. There is, therefore, every reason to 
conclude that the apostolic foundation of the 
British Church was at that time a truth 
generally received. 

We have next the evidence of Theodoret, 
Who expressly mentions the Britains amongst 
the nations converted by the Apostles ; his 
words are: — "Our fishermen and publicans, 
and he who was a tent-maker, carried the 
evangelical precepts to all nations ; not only 
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to those who lived under the Roman juris- 
diction, but also to the Scythians, and the 
Hunns ; besides to the Indians, -Ethiopians, 
Persians, Serasians, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, 
Britains, Cimmerians, and Germans; and 
thus universally they persuaded every na- 
tion and race of men to receive the precepts 
of Him who was crucified."* 

From the above extracts, and numerous 
others to the same purport, to be found in 
the early writers, we have a right to con- 
clude that a Christian Church was founded 
in Britain in the days of the Apostles ; and 
that some one of the Apostles themselves 
was the founder. And from the testimony 
which follows, we have reason to believe 
that St. Paul was that Apostle who first 
preached the gospel of the kingdom in these 

20 0/ to quirt pi ttXuif ma) ma) Tfypaqma) Tpcattrf ma) Bax- 

oi TtXwatf ma) h ffxiwr&juof rpuveq ma) Bfcrhuttf ma) Kij*- 

dxaw *»9p4vwrwfiV*yytkt- fytf xa) rcppawf, ma) dxa£- 

xcwf npOT€rt)v4x<*<ri daw? ma) av\urvay<iQ)fO{Ka)y<vo{a>Qpa~ 

ov /AdWPu/MUirf ma) vno TOtfroif «w, 8efa0-0.au tw a-TQWpwQivroi 

TfX&rafi *aXKa ma) ImvQima, vwq vtpuq an nt to'av*-- Theod* 

ma) ra Zavpoaatma "tfoij* ma) lib. ix. 
'lifat /, ma) x A iOtaraf ma) Xlf prat, 
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remote regions. ¥q¥ St. Jerome testifies of 
him, that having btfen in Spain, " he sailed 
from one ocean to another ; that he imitated 
the course of the Sum of Righteousness— of 
whom we read that ' His going forth is from 
one end of heaven to the other ;' and that 
the progress of his preaching reached as far 
as the extremity of the earth."* 1 It is true 
that these are general expressions, and we 
cannot from them alone infer that the Apos- 
tle preached in Britain. But the same 
writer, in another place, is more particular, 
and affirms that St. Paul, after his impri- 
sonment, preached the gospel " in the west- 
ern parts/' * That these British islands were 
then known by the term " western parts," 
is a feet easily gathered from the writers of 
that age, and is universally allowed. But 

21 Ab oceano usque ad ante eum terra deficeret 

oceanum cucurrisse, imi- quam stadium praedicandi. 

tantem dominion suum et Hieron.. com. in Amos. c. 5. 

sokm justitue, de quo le- ** Evangelicum Christi in 

gknusa summo coelo egres- occidentis quoque partibus 

sioejus, et occursus ejus, praedicavisse.— Hieron. in 

usque ad summum ejus, ut Script. Eccl. in Paulo. 

d3 
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the most important testimony is that of 
Clement of Rome, who declares that St. Paul 
preached righteousness through the whole 
world ; and for that end travelled " to the 
utmost bounds of the west ;" 23 which expres- 
sion was also used to denote the British 
islands. Plutarch, in his life of Caesar, 
speaking of his expedition into Britain, says, 
" He was the first who brought a fleet into 
the western ocean ;" by which he means the 
sea between Gaul and Britain. Eusebius 
also calls it the British and also the western 
ocean ; and Theodoret speaks of the inhabi- 
tants of Britain as " those who dwell in the 
extremity of the west :" to which we may 
add, that Arnobius, describing the progress 
of the gospel, mentions the Indians for the 
eastern, and the Britains for the western 
extent to which it had been propagated. 9 * 

23 Km l%l to ttpfju* Tifc daanotusfuerit J)eus,nunc 

At;<rc»f . — Clemens, Epist, intra paucos annos, nee ip- 

ad Cor. ix. 4. sos Indos lateat a parte 

24 Tarn velociter currit orientis, nee ipso* Bri- 

sermo ejus ut, cum per tot tones a parte occidentis*. 

millia annorum in sola Ju~ Arnoh, in PsaL 147* 
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And to sum up the argument in the words 
of the learned Camden : u From these au- 
thorities, especially that of Clemens Roma- 
nus, it follows, not only that the gospel was 
preached in Britain in the times of the 
Apostles, but that St, Paul himself was the 
preacher of it. This is further confirmed 
by observing, that from the time of his be- 
ing set at liberty, in the fifth year of Nero, 
to his return to Rome, were eight years, 
which the ancient writers of the Church 
generally agree were spent in the western, 
parts ;"** within which interval it has been 
clearly shewn that the British isles were 
enriched by the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 

The Church of Britain, therefore, is apos- 
tolic in her foundation, and necessarily and 
essentially Protestant in her character, in 
the most comprehensive meaning of that 
word. 

It might, however, be objected that the 
present established Church of England ori- 
ginated in the Anglo-Saxon, and is altoge- 

25 Camden's Britania, IntrocL p. lzxzvi 
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ther distinct in her origin from the early 
British Church; that at the time of the 
Saxon settlement in Britain, the ancient 
Church of this country was extinguished, 
and the confessors of the true faith were 
driven into Wales and Brittany: that the 
Anglo-Saxon Church was founded by Augus- 
tine, the Roman Monk, by whose instru- 
mentality England was a second time con* 
verted to the Christian faith.* But the truth 
of these objections we most emphatically 
deny. The 'Church of Britain was not ex- 
tinguished, though persecuted and oppres- 
sed. The Anglo-Saxon Church was not 
founded by Augustine; neither was England 
converted by his instrumentality, but chiefly 
by the labours of the Scots and Irish mis- 
sionaries* 
The learned Mason, on the authority of 

86 Much has been said Apostle Paid ; Lucius wa- 

about the three conversions tered it ; but Augustine 

of Britain, viz. in the apoa- planted weeds amongst it. 

tolic times, under King Let the reader consult Ma- 

Lucius and by Augustine, son's Vindication, Book II. 

We only admit the first. — chap. iii. 
The seed was sown by the 
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the early writers, proves that the extent and 
success of Augustine's preaching in Britain 
for the conversion of the Saxon settlers and 
other inhabitants, was very limited in com- 
parison to that of the native clergy. 97 At 
the time of Augustine's coming, the whole 
of Britain was divided into four nations, 
speaking different languages, namely, the 
Britains, Picts, Scots, (that is, Irish,) and 
Angles, including, under that common term, 
the Saxons and Jutes. 

Of these, the Britains, as we have already 
seen, had embraced the Christian faith in 
the times of the Apostles ; and at the very 
time of Augustine's mission seven bishops 
and a proportionate number of clergy, with 
an archbishop, presided over the Church of 
Christ amongst them. 

The Scots, (that is, Irish,) had also re- 
ceived the gospel long before Augustine was 
born ; for we read of Kiaranus, Albeus, 
Delanus, and Ibarus, who exercised the 
episcopal office amongst that people before 
the year 431, in which year Pope Celestine 

87 Mason* * Vindication. Book II. chap.iy. sec. 5, 17. 
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sent Palladius into Ireland as their arch* 
bishop. 88 

In the year 565," thirty-two years before 
the arrival of Augustine, Columbanus came 
from Ireland to preach the gospel to the 
northern provinces of the Picta, as we learn 
from Bede, who also says that the southern 
Picts were converted by Nynia, or Ninian, 
a British bishop, and "a most reverend 
and holy man/' 90 Of the three German 
colonies which settled in Britain, namely, 
the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, the Angles 
were the most considerable, and peopled 
the large provinces of the east, the middle, 
and the north of England. 91 



98 Abp. Usher, Anti. Br. 
Eccles. p. 417.— Collier's 
Eccles. His. p. 50. — Jlfo- 
son 9 s Vindication. Book IL 
chap. ii. sec. 6. 

99 Anno quingenteamo 
sexagesimo quinto, Colum- 
ba presbyter Tenit de Scotia 
in Britanniam ad docendos 
Pictos. — Bede in Epitome 
Eccl. His. — See also, Bede 



Eccl. His. Book III. ch. iv. 

80 Praedicante eis verbum 
Nynia epiacopo reverendis- 
simo et sanctissimo Tiro de 
natione Britonnm.— Bede 
Eccl. His. lib. III. cap.iT. 

31 Not exclusively by 
supplanting the original in- 
habitants, but also by mix- 
ing and intermarrying with 
them. 
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The kingdom of the East Angles compre- 
hended the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Cambridge, and the Isle of Ely ; these were 
taught the knowledge of Christ by Felix, 38 
a GaUican bishop, and Furseus, 83 " a holy 
man," as Bede calls him, who came from 
Ireland. 

Mercia, or the kingdom of the Middle 
Angles, extended through the counties of 
Chester, Nottingham, Derby, Stafford, Sa- 
lop, Northampton, Leicester, Lincoln, Hun- 
tingdon, Rutland, Warwick, Worcester, Ox- 
ford, Gloucester, Buckingham, Bedford, 
Hereford, and a part of Hertford ; the inha- 
bitants of which received the Christian faith 
in the reign of king Peada, who, demand- 
ing Alchflede, the daughter of Oswi, king 
of Northumberland, in marriage, could not 
obtain her but oj/l condition that he became 
a Christian ; and, no sooner had he heard 
the truth preached, and the promise of the 
kingdom of heaven, with the hope of the 

32 Bede. Lib. ILcap.xv. Furseus.— Bede. Lib. III. 

33 Superrenit de Hyber- cap, six. 
nia vir sanctus, nomine 
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resurrection and eternal life, than he freely 
declared that he would be a Christian, even 
though he should not obtain the princess ; 
and being baptized by Finanus, a Scots' 
bishop, he returned frith much joy, accom- 
panied by four priests, for the purpose of 
teaching and baptizing his subjects. 34 ' 

With regard to Northumberland, the third 
kingdom of the Angles, Paulinus, a Roman 
priest who came over to assist Augustine, 
by practices unworthy a preacher of the 
gospel of truth obtained from Edwin, the 
king of that country, a pledge that he would 
with his subjects profess the Christian reli- 
gion; which pledge Edwin fulfilled; but 
he being slain, and Paulinus forced to with- 
draw, Osrich and Eanfrid divided the king- 
dom between them. They both having 
professed Christianity, relapsed into heathen- 
ism, and by their influence recalled their 
people to idolatry ; soon after which they 
were slain by Cadwalla, who ravaged the 
Northumbrian provinces. 85 So completely 

* Bede, Eccl. His. Lib. * Bede, Eccl. His. Lib. 
III. cap. xzi. III. cap. y. et yi. 
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lost was the temporary profession of Christi- 
anity which had been made in that kingdom, 
that no vestige remained of it ; " no church, 
no altar, was left standing in the whole 
country." However, it pleased God to enable 
Oswald, the son of Ethelred, to defeat Cad- 
walla, and to establish himself on the throne. 
Having been himself converted while in 
exile among the Scots, and being anxious 
that his people should also enjoy the bless- 
ing of Christianity, he sent to that country 
requesting them to send him a bishop, by 
whose ministry his subjects might be in- 
structed in the Christian faith. Accordingly, 
Aidaa was sent over, whose labours the 
Lord, so blessed, that the gospel was every- 
where received, Aidan himself was con- 
secrated to the see of Lindisfarne, and the 
Christian faith continued to flourish in that 
part of England. 36 

I£ again, we turn to the other two tribes 
who settled in Britain, namely, the Saxons 
and Jutes, we find that the East Saxons, 

36 Bede's Etch His.L. iii. c. v ; Mason, Bk. ii. c. iv. p. 76. 

E 
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dwelling in the counties of Essex, Middle- 
sex, and a part of Hertford, were first in- 
duced to profess Christianity by the preach- 
ing of Milletus, 37 who was ordained their 
bishop by Augustine ; but it appears that 
the Christian faith did not take deep root 
amongst them, for they relapsed into Pa- 
ganism and expelled Milletus from their 
country. However, on the accession of 
Sigibert the true faith was again established. 
That prince having been converted at the 
court of Oswi, brought the holy Bishop 
Cedd to preach the gospel amongst his 
people. 38 Cedd having been much blessed 
in his labours, repaired to Lindisfarne and 
received episcopal consecration from Fina- 
nus, a Scots bishop ; after which, returning 
to the East Saxons, he proceeded to form 
their Church, ordaining priests and deacons 
to assist him. 

The West Saxons, comprising the inha- 
bitants of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somer- 

37 Bede'sEccl. His. L. 2, 23 ; Collier's Eccl. His. 
cap. 3. Vol. i. p. 92, 93. 

^Bede, L. iii. cap. 22, 
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set, Wilts, Hants, and Berks, were indeed 
converted by the Roman missionary Biri- 
nus/ 19 but not till thirty years after the death 
of Augustine. Birinus was seconded in this 
mission by the Christian exertions of Oswald, 
king of Northumberland, who held the 
ancient faith, and the work was carried on 
by Agilbert^who succeeded Birinus in the 
see of Dorchester. He was a Gallican by 
birth, and, having studied in Ireland, fol- 
lowed the custom of the native British 
Church. 

The South Saxons, or the people of 
Sussex and Surrey, were converted from 

^Bede, L. iii. cap. 7; itque se Regi, sponte minis- 

CoUier's Eccl. His. Vol. i. terium praedicandi assu- 

p. 88 ; Mason, Book ii. cap. mens, cujus eniditionem 

iv. sect. 14, atque industriam videns 

40 Cum vero restitutus Rex rogavit eum, accepta 

esset Cenwalch, venit in ibi sede Episcopali, suae 

provinciam de Hybernia gentis manere pontificem: 

pontifex quidam nomine qui precibus ejus annuens, 

Agilbertus, natione quidam multis annis eidem genti 

Gallus, sed tamen legenda- sacerdotali jure praeftrit. — 

rum gratia scripturarum in Bede's Eccl. His. Gent. 

Hybernia non parvo tern- Angl. Lib. iii. cap. 7. 
pore demoratus: conjunx- 
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Paganism in the year 681, by Wilfrid, 41 
a native of Britain, but who had spent 
much time in Italy, and was attached to 
the Roman custom. This same Wilfrid 
sent Hildila to preach to the Jutes in the 
Isle of Wight, after that island had been 
conquered by Cadwalla. 41 These were the 
last provinces in England which received 
the Christian faith, and certainly were not 
indebted for it to the preaching of Augus- 
tine, who died nearly eighty years before. 

If Augustine first brought the Christian 
faith to any of the German settlers in Eng- 
land, it was to the Jutes, who inhabited the 
kingdom of Kent ; but even amongst them 
he cannot properly be said to have laid the 
foundation of a Christian Church ; for be- 
fore his arrival, Lithardus, 43 a Christian 

41 Bede f L. iv. cap. 13. ma ad etim Christiana re- 

Mason, Book ii. cap. iv. ligkmis prevenerat, utpote 

sect. 15. qui uxorem habebat Chris- 

42 Bede, Lib. iv. cap. 16. tiaoamde gente Fiancorum 

43 Bede states that Augus~ regia, nomine Bertham: 
tine was kindly received by quan ea conditione a pa- 
Ethelbert, and adds as the rentibus acceperat, utritnm 
cause ; " Nam et antea fa- fidei ac religionis suae cum 
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bishop who accompanied Queen Bertha from 
Gaul, preached the gospel and administered 
the sacraments to the queen and her retinue 
in a Church near Canterbury, the royal city 



Episcopo, quern ei adiutore 
fidei dederant nomine Luid- 
hardo, inviolatam servare, 
licentiam habere t." — Bede, 
Lib. i. cap. 25. There- 
fore the feme of the Chris- 
tian religion which Ethel- 
bert had heard from his 
Queen and Lithardus, was 
the cause of his kindness 
to Augustine and his com- 
panions ; which is clearly 
attested also by William of 
Malmsbury, where he says, 
" To all this was added, the 
single (that is, holy) life 
of Lithardus, the bishop, 
who came over with the 
Queen, by which he even 
silently invited the King to 
the knowledge of our Lord 
Christ ; whereby it came 
to pass that the king's mind 
being already softened, 



yielded the more readily to * 
the impression made after- 
wards by the preaching of 
Augustine." — Malms, de 
Gest. Reg. Angl. Lib. i. c. 1 . 
fol. 4. Ed. Savil. This is 
still more clearly expressed 
by Polidore Virgil in these 
words: " Both of whom, 
(that is, the Queen and Li- 
thardus,) keeping up divine 
service every day in the 
royal palace, without doubt 
began by degrees to enlight- 
en the king's mind with 
the rays of heavenly light, 
which before was overcast 
with a dark cloud of igno- 
rance, and to prepare him 
for understanding the truth 
of the gospel, which he soon 
after joyfully embraced, for 
Augustine and Milletus 
coming into Kent, were 

£3 
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of King Ethelbert. We cannot, therefore, 
suppose that under such circumstances the 
king and the people of Kent remained en- 
tirely ignorant of the name of Christ. While 
we admit that Augustine was active and 
diligent in using the means which were 
afforded to him for spreading more widely 
the Christian faith, we must affirm that 
even in the kingdom of Kent he could only 
" build on another man's foundation/' and 
water that seed which Lithardus had already 
planted. He cannot, therefore, be properly 
called the Apostle of Kent, much less the 
" Apostle of England." Neither did the 
Anglo-Saxon Church take her beginning 
from him, but chiefly, as we have seen, from 
the labours of the Picts and Irish missiona- 
ries, who were of the ancient apostolic 
Church of Britaip. 

most kindly entertained by an enemy to the name of 

Ethelbert himself, who was Christian." — Pol. Fir. His. 

already so well instructed Angl. Lib. iv. p. 63. See 

by the pious admonitions Mason 9 8 Find. Book ii. ch. 

ofhis Queen and Lithardus, iv. sect, 15. 
that he was far from being 
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CHAPTEK II. 



THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION OF ORDERS AND 
DOCTRINE OF THE BRITISH PRIESTHOOD. 



" Succession in person without succession 
in doctrine/ 9 says the learned and excellent 
Perkins, " is no note of a true Church/ 5 

We grant that the Church of Rome pos- 
sesses the former ; but, unhappily, she has 
not held fast the latter* On the other hand, 
the orthodox Dissenters may have much of 
the true doctrine of the gospel amongst 
them; yet, not having the succession in 
person, they are not, in that respect, built 
upon the apostolic foundation ; nor are they 
as a body "the pillar and ground of the 
truth." 
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The Church of England, however, pos- 
sesses both in their full integrity. The 
doctrine embodied in her articles and 
liturgy, is truly catholic ; the same which 
has been held " everywhere by all the faith- 
ful in all ages" of the Church : l and the 
mission of her clergy to preach and teach 
that faith can be clearly traced not only 
through Augustine to Peter, who ordained 
Linus, Cletus and Clement, successively 
bishops of Rome ; * but also through the 
Irish and British line of succession to Saint 
Paul, who first brought the glad tidings of 
salvation to these islands. 

That there has been a succession of men 
canonically ordained, executing the sacred 
offices of bishops, priests, and deacons in 
the British Church, from the first planting 
of Christianity in this country, is a fact, the 
truth of which no one can doubt who im- 

1 Ut id teneamua, quod Linus and Cletus, admits 
ubique quod semper, quod of a doubt, notwithstanding 
ab omnibus creditum est. the authority on which it 
Fijicent. Lirin. Com. cap. ii. is said to rest. 

2 That Peter ordained 
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partially examines the evidence on which it 
rests. Indeed, we might at once assume 
that the Apostle, when he established a 
Church in Britain, did not depart from his 
uniform custom ; 3 but ordained bishops and 
elders to rule that Church. Why should we 
suppose the Church of Britain to have been 
under regulations differing from those of 
all other primitive Churches ? For, as 
Dr. Collier, after Stillingfleet,* well ob- 
serves, — In the primitive Church, and in- 
deed within a few ages of our own time, 
there was no part of the catholic church 
without a succession of bishops which run 
up to the Apostles ; thus, we cannot carry 
the history of other churches farther than 
we find them governed by bishops: for 
instance, the first settlement of Christianity 
in Africa is somewhat difficult to determine ; 
but as soon as the churches of that country 
grew up to any notice, we meet with a coun- 
cil of their bishops. 4 

3 See Acts xiv. 23 ; Tit. Brit. p. 77. CoUier's EccL 
i. 5. His. vol. i. p. 26. 

4 Stillingfleet Origines 5 QuodqtridemetAgrip- 
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Tertullian • puts the proof of apostolic 
churches upon the succession of bishops 
from the Apostles, allowing no churches to 
be such unless they could prove their pedi- 
gree, and make out their claim in this way. 
Now this would be very weak and inconclu- 
sive arguing, unless it had been generally 
agreed, that whenever the Apostles founded 
any churches, they likewise appointed 
bishops to govern them. We have there- 
fore all imaginable reason to presume that 
the British Christians were under an episco- 
pal administration from the very beginning ; 
and that the Church here was thus governed 
in conformity to the rest of Christendom. 
For, notwithstanding the records of the 
lineal succession of our bishops of the first 
ages "are not to be recovered ; yet, when the 

pinus, boni memoriae vir, Epis. 71. 

cum caeteris co episcopis su- [Agrippinus was not the 

is, qui illo tempore in pro- immediate predecessor of 

vincia Africa et Numidia Cyprian, who suffered in 

Ecclesiam Domini guber- the persecution of Vale- 

nabant, statuit et librato rian, a.d. 258.] 

consilii communis examine 6 Tertul. de Prescript. 

firmavit. — Divi Cypriani HcereU cap. 32, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 



47 



Dioclesian persecution was over, and the 
British Christians corresponded freely with 
foreign Churches, we find that they appeared 
with a proportionate number of bishops: 
neither was their succession in the least 
disputed, their authority questioned, or their 
subscriptions refused by the bishops of the 
other Churches assembled at the council of 
Aries. 7 This is a clear argument that their 
character was well vouched ; and that they 
could make out their title from the Apostles 
as well as the rest of their brethren. 



7 The subscriptions of 

the British bishops are as 

follow : — 

Eborius Episcopus, de civi- 
tmte Eboracensi, Provin- 
cia Britannia. 

Restitutus Episcopus, de 
civitate Londinensi, pro- 
vincia superscripta. 

Adelfius Episcopus, de ci- 
vitate Colonia Londinen- 
sium exinde Sacerdos 
Presbyter, Arminius Di- 
aconus. 



Concilion GaUke, torn i. 

p. 9.— Ed. Paris, 1628.— 

See Usher. Brit. Ant. Eccl. 

p. 104. 

[By " Colonia Londinen- 
sium," probably is meant 
either Colchester, or else, 
according to Dr. Still- 
ingfleet, " the Colony of 
the Eleventh Legion." 
—See StUL At. Brit. 
Churches, p. 76 ; and Col- 
liers 9 Eccl. Hist. vol. i. 
p. 25, 26.] 
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In the year 325, about eleven years after 
the council of Aries, the celebrated council 
of Nice was held ; and although we have no 
direct documentary testimony that the Bri- 
tish bishops attended; yet, we have the most 
conclusive circumstantial evidence for that 
fact. 8 

In order to secure as full an attendance 
of bishops as possible, the Emperor Con- 
stantine issued his summons for them to 
assemble from " all parts of the empire ;" 
and this summons was made known " all 
over his dominions." 9 Britain, therefore, 
must necessarily be included. Nor is it 
for a moment to be supposed that such an 
important province of the western empire, 
in which Constantine was born, and in 
which he was so personally interested, could 
be overlooked. 

8 The list of subscrip- nasius'Synodico^mention- 

tions being imperfect, we ed by Socrates, or the cata- 

cannot find the British logue seen by Epiphanius, 

bishops upon the roll, which been extant, 

it is most probable we might 9 Euseh. de. Fit. Const. 

have done had either Atha- lib. iii. cap. 6, 7. 
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Eusebius also informs us that the bishops 
of the distant provinces had carriages and 
other accommodations for the journey pro- 
vided for them by the emperor ; for which 
purpose they were furnished with tractoriae, 
or imperial warrants, to the governors of the 
provinces through which they had to pass ; 
so that the expense and difficulties of the 
journey might be no impediment to the 
most distant bishops complying with the 
summons. 

The imperial call was universally obeyed, 
as Eusebius tells us ; who adds more parti- 
cularly, " that the most eminent prelates 
out of Europe, as well as Asia and Africa, 
came up to Nice." And Constantine him- 
self, in his epistle to the Churches, seems 
well satisfied with the attendance. 10 And 
what makes it most improbable that the 
British bishops were absent, is, that in the 
next reign they were summoned to, and 
were present at, the councils of Sardica and 
Ariminum. 11 

l0 Euseb. de Fit. Const.^ n Usher, Brit. Ant. Eccl. 
lib. iii. cap. 17. p. 104, 105. 

F 
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We find the British bishops addressed, 
amongst others, by St. Hilary in his book 
" De Synodis"™ written during his exile in 
Phrygia, in which he commends them for 
their stedfastness in the orthodox faith ; this 
was about the year 358, and before the Arian 
heresy had appeared in the British Church. 

After the severe and bloody persecution 
under Dioclesian had failed to root out the 
Christian faith, the Church of Britain, which 
in the person of her proto-martyr, St. Alban, 
and other holy confessors, having suffered 
in common with other Churches, had also 
with them rest and peace, until, as Bede 
expresses it, "the Arian madness," 13 which 



12 Dominis et beatisimia 
fratribus, et co-episcopis 
provinciae Germanise pri- 
ms, et Germanise secun- 
dae, at primas Belgicae, et 

provinciarum 

Britannic arum Episcopis, 
Hilarius servus Christi, in 
Deo et Domino nostro 
aeternam salutem. — Hil. 
De Synodis. Hilarii Opera. 
Paris, 1652, p. 353. 



13 Mansitque haec in 
Ecclesiis Christi, quae e- 
rant in Britannia, pax, us- 
que ad tempora Arrianae 
vesaniae, quae corrupto or- 
be toto, hanc etiam insulam, 
extra orbem tarn longe re- 
motam, veneno sui infecit 
erroris. — Bede Eccl. His. 
lib. i. cap. 8 ; also Gildas, 
sect. 8, from whom Bede 
quotes the above. 
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had hitherto been kept from Britain, though 
it had corrupted the whole world besides, 
now introduced its venom into our church. 
This heresy was quickly followed by that of 
Pelagius, which was brought into Britain 
by Agricola, a Pelagian bishop, who seems 
to have been driven out of Gaul by the 
force of the edict promulgated by Valenti- 
nian III. against Pelagianism, and having 
taken refuge in Britain, he here disseminated 
his errors. 

Many of the British bishops appear to 
have been led astray by him, but the rest 
made a noble stand for the truth, and be- 
ing assisted by the preaching of Germanus 
and Lupus, bishops of the Galican church, 14 
they were able to silence the Pelagian 
preachers, and recall to the true faith many 
of those who had received the heresy. 

Not only have we the foregoing testimony 
that there were bishops in the primitive 
Christian Church of Britain, but we have the 
number of the bishoprics, and names of the 
archiepiscopal sees ; as Mason proves in his 

14 Bede, lib. i. cap. 17. 
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" Vindication of the English Church* 9 to 
which purpose he quotes a scarce MS. work 
of Guil: Redus; 15 and also the author of 
" Antiquitates Britannica." From the 
former, who wrote of what took place about 
the year 177, we find that there were three 
archiepiscopal sees at that time established 
in Britain, namely, the three famous cities 
of London, York, and Caerleon. And from 
the latter we learn that there were three 
metropolitan sees in the three British pro- 
vinces of Loegria, Albany, and Cambria, 1 * 
The archbishop of Albany had under him 
seven bishops ; the archbishop of Cambria 
(which see was afterwards translated from 
Caerleon to Menew, or St. David's) had as 
many; and the archbishop of London, in 

15 j|fo*on,bookii.cap.iii. to the Bodleian. — Woo(Ts 

p. 62; Gul. Redus. MS. Athen.~] 
De Fit. Pontif. in Elenth. M Eithererectedbyking 

p. 3. [This rare MS. was Lucius, or some other prince 

in the library of T. Allen, who bore monarchical au- 

formerly of Glocester Hall, thorityover the petty kings 

Oxon, which, coming into of Britain. — See also SHU- 

the hands of Sir Kenelm ingfleefs Ant. Brit. Church. 

Digby, was by him given p. 59. 
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Loegria* because that province was the larger 
part of the island, had under him fourteen. 
That the British Church continued under 
episcopal jurisdiction till the time of Augus* 
tine, is certain from the record which we 
have of the conference between him and the 
archbishop of Cambria, attended by seven 
bishops and a number of the British clergy. 17 
Augustine endeavoured to subject theChurch 
of Britain to the see of Rome, and to him- 
self as legate of that see ; and for this pur- 
pose, by the assistance of Ethelbert, he con- 
vened a council and invited the British 
bishops to meet him at a place on the 
borders of Herefordshire, since called " Au- 
gustine's Oak," when he demanded of them 
to submit to the pope, and to conform to the 
Roman custom in the manner and time of 
keeping Easter, to use the Roman forms and 
ceremonies in the ministration of baptism, 
and to join the Roman missionaries in 
preaching to the Saxons. 18 Dinoth, abbot 
of Bangor, in the name of his brethren, gave 
a truly Christian and catholic reply, mani- 

17 Bede, lib. ii. cap. 2. 18 Bede, ibid. 

* 3 
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festing a feeling of brotherly love towards 
all the members of the body of Christ, but 
at the same time disclaiming and denying 
any submission as due from the Church of 
Britain to the bishop of Rome. 

As this is a highly interesting document, 
I present it to the reader, in the original 
ancient British, as given by Sir H. Spelman 
in his " Concilia: 919 



19 This MS. Sir H. Spel- 
man obtained from Mr. Pet, 
Mostin, a Welch gentleman; 
he transcribed it exactlywith 
the greatest care; it ap- 
peared to be an ancient 
MS. transcribed from one 
still older. But the fact of 
the British Churches re- 
jecting the pope's authority 
and, Augustine's jurisdic- 
tion, does not depend alone 
upon the credit of this MS. 
for this is sufficiently clear 
from the words of Bede, 
who states that " they would 
not own Augustine as arch- 
bishop over them ;" (neque 
ilium pro archiepiscopo ha- 
bituros esse respondebant). 
Bede, lib. ii. cap 2. And 



Nich. Trivet, in his MS. 
History, cited by Sir H. 
Spelman, says expressly, 
that " St. Augustine de- 
manded subjection from the 
Britons to him as the pope's 
legate, but they refused it.* 9 
(Equant Seint Augustine li 
auoit perle, li demaunda 
subjection a li com a cell 
q'estoit maude legat en la 
terre per le Pape e per la 
court de Rome. Et outre 
ceo, li priast q'il li eidast de 
praecher. Mes il li denia 
Tun e T autre). — Spel. p. 
111. See also Appendix ii. 
So that if the Cambro- 
British MS. had never been 
heard of> the fact had been 
nevertheless fully attested. 
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Responsio Abbatis Bangor ad Augustinum 

The Answer of the Abbot of Bangor to Augustine 

Monachum petentem subjectionem 

the Monk, requiring subjection 

Ecclesiae Romanae. 

to the Church of Rome. 

Notum sit & absq ; dubitatione vobis, qudd nos 
Be it known and without doubt unto you, that we 

BID ispis a diogel i chwi yn, bod ni 

omnes sumus & quilibet nostrum obedientes & subditi . 
all are and every one of us obedient and subjects 

holl vn ac arral, yn uvidd acynnostingedig 

Ecclesiae Dei, & Papae Romae, & 

to the Church of God t and to the Pope of Rome, and to 
i Eglwys Duw, ac ir Paab o Ruvain, ac i 
unicuiq; vero & pio, Christiano ad amandu 

every godly Christian to love 

boob kyar grissdion dwyuol, y garu 
unumquemq ; in suo gradu in perfect charitate & 
every one in his degree in perfect charity, and 

pawb yn i radd mewn kariad parfaich, ac 

ad juvandum unumquemq ; coram, verbo & 

to helpe every one of them, by word and 

i helpio pawb ohonaunt, ar air a 

facto fore filios Dei: & 

deed to be the children of God : and 

guec-thred i vod ynn blant y Duw: ac 
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aliam obedientiam quamistam nonscio 
other obedience than this I do not know 

amgenach vvyddod no-hwn nidadwen i 

debitam, ei quern vos nominatis esse 

due, to him whom you name to be 

vod, ir neb yr yddeck chwi y henwi yn 
Papam, nee ease patrem patrum ; vindicari 

Pope, nor to be the father of fathers : to be claimed 

Paab, ne in Daad o Daad : yw gleimio 

& postulari, & istam obedientiam nos sumus 
and to be demanded, and this obedience we are 

ac yw ouunn, ar uvyddod hivn idden ni 
parati dare & solvere ei & 

ready to give and to pay to him and 

yn varod yw rodde ac yw dalu iddo ef ac 

ciiiq: Christiano contumd. Praetereanos 

to every Christian continually. Besides we 

i pob Krisdion yn dragwiddol. Heuid yr 

sumus sub gubernatione Episcopi Caerlegionis 

are under the government of the Bishop of Kaerleon 

ydym ni dan lywodrath Esgob Kaerllion 

super Osca, qui est ad supervidendu sub 
upon - Vske, who is to oversee under 

ar Wysc, yr hien ysidd yn oligwr dan 
Deo super nobis, ad faciendum nos servare 
God over us, to cause us to keep 

Duw arnom ni, y wueuthud i ni gadwr 

viam spiritualem. 
the way spirituall. 

ffordd ysbrydoL 
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From the time of Augustine to the 
Reformation, there is no difficulty in trac- 
ing the episcopal succession, not only- 
through the Anglo-Saxon Church, but also 
through the native British and Irish 
Churches. No one will dispute the validity 
of the ordinations during this period ; but 
as the papists object to Parker's consecra- 
tion, who was the first archbishop of Can- 
terbury after the Church of England had 
finally cast off the tyrannical and intolerable 
dominion of the Roman pontiff, it will be 
well to say a few words on the rightful and 
orderly consecration of that prelate. 

The objection has been answered at length, 
and most triumphantly refuted by Mason in 
his " Vindication of the English Ministry" 
and by other writers, in reply to the absurd 
and groundless objections of the popish 
party. 

I will only give a brief abstract of the 
question, and refer the reader to the valu- 
able works named in the margin for further 
information on the subject. 30 

20 SeeBisJwpBramhalfs Consecration and Succes- 
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The principal objections urged are — that 
Packer was not consecrated by any valid 
ordinal form ; and that the persons who con- 
secrated him, were not themselves bishops, 
and therefore had no power to confer the 
archiepiscopal dignity. 

In support of these assertions, the papists 
have invented a scandalous story, in which 
there is not a word of truth, stating that he 
was consecrated at the Nag's Head Tavern, 
in Cheapside, by Scory, Barlow, and others 
who were not bishops. And that the form 
used was an extempore one of Scory's, who 
" laid the bible on Parker's head and said, 
' take thou authority to preach the word of 



sion of Protestant Bishops 
Justified. — Mason's Vindi- 
cation of the Church of 
England*- Williams 9 Succes- 
sion of Protestant Bishops 
Asserted.LeCourayer, Dis- 
sertation sur la Validity des 
Ordinations des Anghis. 

[Since writing the above 
note, a friend has lent me 



Rose's valuable sermons on 
the commission and duties 
of the clergy. In No. vi. 
of the Appendix, I find an 
excellent analysis of Le 
Courayer's book ; which as 
well as the matter contained 
in the volume,and the other 
appendices, is well worth a 
careful perusal. 
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God sincerely / and so he rose up a bishop."* 
The falsehood of this account has been 
exposed, and the assertors of it convicted of 
scandalous fraud, by the production of pub- 
lic jecords, and other documents of indis- 
putable authority, such as acts of parlia- 
ment, the queen's letters patent, and espe- 
cially the Lambeth registers; 88 by which 
it is clearly proved that Matthew Parker 
was rightly and canonically consecrated 
Archbishop of Canterbury, by William Bar* 
low, bishop of Chichester; John Scory, 
bishop of Hereford; Miles Coverdale, bi- 
shop of Exeter ; and John Hodgskins, suf- 
fragan-bishop of Bedford, December 17th> 
1559: that the English ordinal of King 
Edward the Sixth was used, and that his 
consecration took place, not at the Nag's 
Head Tavern, but in the Archiepiscopal 
Chapel at Lambeth ! 

Thus can the Church of England claim 
for herself, independent of the Bishop of 
Rome, a chain of episcopal succession, ex- 

21 Wartfs Controversy of ® See Appendix iii. 
Ordination, $c* pp. 38, 39. 
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tending from the Apostles of our Lord to 
the present right reverend prelates who 
occupy the provincial and diocesian chairs 
of Great Britain and Ireland. And thus 
may every priest and deacon of our tpily 
catholic Church trace his spiritual descent 
of orders and mission to him who said, 
" As my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you ;" " Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
' Ghost : teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you ; and lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world." 

The second point to be considered is, the 
succession of the apostolic doctrine in the 
British Church ; and as we have seen that 
the Church of Britain was planted, if not 
by St. Paul, by some one in the apostolic 
age, we might justly infer that her doctrines 
were pure and scriptural. But we have 
something more than mere inferential con- 
clusion on which to rest. We have the most 
direct and convincing testimony, not only 
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that her faith was pure and scriptural at 
the first, but that this purity of faith pre- 
vailed for a very long time after the first 
establishment of Christianity in Britain; 
even until it was gradually obscured, though 
never entirely lost, under the accumulating 
errors of the Roman heresy. 

On the subject of the purity of the doc- 
trine in the early British Churches, we 
cannot desire stronger evidence than that 
which is adduced by Archbishop Usher, in 
his book on the religion of the ancient Irish. 

In his introductory letter to Sir Chris- 
topher Sibthorp, prefixed to that admirable 
treatise, he says, " The religion, doubtless, 
received by both (Scotland and Ireland) 
was the self-same, and differed little or 
nothing from that which was maintained 
by their neighbours, the Britons;" 23 and 
in proving the purity of that religion, and 
the conformity of the doctrines then held 
to those contained in the present articles 
and liturgy of the Protestant Church of 

28 Usher's Answer to a Popery. — Edition Cam- 
Jesuit with other Tracts on bridge, 1832, p. 518. 
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England and Ireland, he brings forward 
the testimony of the most ancient British 
and foreign writers. 

On the subject of searching the scriptures 
as the only rule of faith, he gives the fol- 
lowing quotation from a comment on Saint 
Paul's epistles by Sedulius, a British divine, 
who flourished a.d. 490: "Search the law 
in which the will of God is contained/** 
And also, in explaining 1 Cor. iv. 6, in con- 
nection with Rom. xii. 3, thus expresses 
himself: " He would be more wise (than is 
meet) who searcheth those things that the 
law doth not speak of."* And Claudius 
Scotus, on the same subject, says : " Men, 
therefore, err because they know not the 
scriptures; and because they are ignorant 
of the scriptures, they consequently know 
not the power of God and the wisdom of 
God." 86 Claudius also brings forward, in 
support of the same doctrine, this well- 

24 Scrutamini legem, in ilia scrutator qua lex non 
qua voluntas ejus contine- dicet. — Sedul. in Rom. xii. 
tar. — Sedul. in Eph. v. * Propterea errant, quia 

25 Plus vult sapere, qui seriptnrasnesciunt; etquia 
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known sentence of St. Jerome ; " I7ns 9 be- 
cause it hath not the authority of the 
scriptures, is contemned with the same faci- 
lity with which it is avowed." 97 

Our ancestors not only acknowledged 
this grand protestant doctrine, that the holy 
scripture is the rule of faith, but their prac* 
tice was consistent with it. The venerable 
Bede, who wrote in the eighth century, 
speaking of the early British Christians, 
tells us that they" observed only those works 
of piety and chastity which they could learn 
in the prophetical, evangelical, and aposto- 
lical writings." M And it was long before 
observed by St. Chrysostom, that " although 
thou didst go into the ocean and to those 
British Isles — although thou didst sail to 
the Euxine sea — although thou didst go 

scriptures ignorant, conse- tor qua probata*.— M&id. 
quenter nesciunt virtutem ^Tantumeaquae in pro* 

Dei, hoc est, christum, qui pheticis,evaiigelicis,etapos- 

est Dei virtus et Dei sapi- tolicisliterisdioerepotexant, 

entia.— Claud, in Matth. pietatis et castitatis oper 

Lib. iii. diligenter observantes. — 

27 Hoc, quiadescripturis Bede 9 8 His. Ecch Lib. iii. 

non habet auctoritatem, cap. 4. 
eadem facilitate contemni- 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 



THE TKUB CHARACTER OF 



unto the Southern quarters, thou shouldest 
hear all men everywhere discoursing mat- 
ters out of the Scriptures with another 
voice, indeed, but not with another faith, 
and with a different tongue, but with an 
according judgment;" 29 which perfectly 
agrees with what the venerable Bede says of 
the island of Britain in his own days : " In 
the language of five nations, it did search 
and confess one and the same knowledge of 
the highest truth and of the true sublimity, 
namely, of the English, the Britons, the 
Scots, the Picts, and the Latins." 30 On 
which passage Archbishop Usher observes, 



29 Kay efc vat vxtavov owiXfl^, 
vgof r*$ Bgtramxaf mm$ utJ- 
Mt;, km dg t&» E"£avoy rXnwrj)? 
xvmv, xo9 sr^oj ra wn* curtX- 
Op ptfn* v&rrw acvxoy varra.- 
1Q& r» avo rijff ypttpyjs <pt\oor>- 
QovvIut, Qoay, ph hrt§» 9 irurru 
it ov% tri{* t **J yhtmy it%- 
QopUf jftgyotat St ovfMtpvn}. — 
Chry. in Serm. de Utilitate 
Lectionis Scriptures. Tom 
viii. Ed. Savil. p. 111. 



80 Quinque gentium Un- 
guis unam eandemque sum- 
mas veritatis et verae subH- 
mitatis scientiam scrutatur 
et conntetur; Anglorum 
videlicet, Britonum, Scoto- 
rum, Pictorum et Lati- 
norum, quae meditatione 
scripturarum ceteris om- 
nibus est facta communis. 
Bede's His. Eccl. Lib. i. 
cap. 1. 
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" which last although he affirmeth, ' by the 
meditation of the scriptures/ to have, been 
common to all the rest ; " yet the commu- 
nity of that one among the learned, did not 
take away the property of the other from 
among the vulgar, but that such as under- 
stood not the Latin, might yet in their own 
mother tongue have those scriptures, where- 
in they might "search the knowledge of 
the high truth and of the true sublimity." 
Even as at this day in the reformed churches, 
the same Latin tongue is common to all the 
learned in the meditation and exposition of 
the scriptures ; and yet the common people, 
for all that, do in their own vulgar tongues 
" search the scriptures, because in them they 
think to have eternal life/' 31 For as by us 
now, so by our forefathers then, the " con- 
tinual meditation of the scriptures" was 
held to give special vigour and " vegetation 
to the soul," * as we' read in the book attri- 

31 John v. 39. ditationibus et eloquiis an- 

82 Bonis semper moribus imam vegetat. Patric. de 
delectatur et consentit, et Abusionibus Seculi. Cap. 5, 
assiduis scripturarum me- de Pudicitia. 

o 8 
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buted unto St. Patrick, of the abuses of the 
world; and the holy documents delivered 
therein, (that is, the scriptures,) were 
esteemed by the Christians as their chief 
riches, according to that verse of Colum- 
banus — 

" Sint tibi divitiae divinae dogmata legia." 38 

In which heavenly riches, our ancient 
Scottish and Irish did thrive so well, that 
many worthy personages in foreign parts 
were content to undergo a voluntary exile 
from their own country, that they might 
more freely traffic here for so excellent a 
commodity. And by this means, Alfred, 
king of Northumberland, gained the repu- 
tation of " a man most learned in the scrip- 
tures," as -Bede calls of him. 84 I would 
here observe that, although the Latin ver- 
sion of the scriptures was in common use 
among the learned ; yet its authority was 

88 Columbanus in Monas- Regnum Altfrit, vir in 

tics*, et in Epistotola ad scripturis doctissimus. — 

Hunaldum. Bede's History, Lib. iv. 

"Successit Ecgfrido in cap. 26. 
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always considered as inferior to the original 
Hebrew of the Old, or the Greek of the 
New Testament : this we learn from Sedu- 
lius, who commends unto us the " Hebrew 
verity"** of the Old Testament ; and often 
corrects the Latin translations of the New by 
the more correct reading of the Greek 
copies. For instance, in Rom.xii. 19, he 
reads " non vosmetipsos vindicantes" — not 
avenging yourselves : where the Latin vul- 
gate hath corruptly " non vosmetipsos defen- 
dentes" — not defending yourselves. As also 
Claudius, in Gal. vi. 1, where the Latin 
reads, " Instruct such an one in the spirit 
of lenity." 36 He, following St. Jerome, 
affirms, that it is better in the Greek, 
" restore, or perfect him ;" and where the 
Latin makes St. Peter say, " Lord, be it far 
from thee" 37 — Matt. xvi. 22, he says that it 
is better in the Greek " Lord, favour thy- 

85 Hebraicam veritatem. 87 Absit a te Domine, 

Sedul.inGal.m. etHeh.yu. vel, ut melius habetur in 

36 Instruat, sive, et me- Graeco, propitius esto tibi, 

-lius habetur in Graeco, per- Domine. — Id. lib. ii. Com- 

ficiat in spiritu lenitatis. went, in Mat. 

Claud, in Gal. vi 
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self :" and speaking of a text in Psalms 
cxvii. and cxviii., he says, that where the 
seventy interpreters did translate it "Oh 
Lord, save me," it was written in the Hebrew 
"Anna Adonai Osanna ; $m which, Jerome 
more diligently explaining, translated thus, 
" I beseech thee, oh Lord, save, I beseech 
thee/ 9 And Ricemarch, the Briton, in an 
epigram prefixed to a copy of St. Jerome's 
translation of the Psalms, said of those who 
translated the Psalter out of Greek, that 
they did "darken the Hebrew rays with 
their Latin cloud ;"* and adds of St. Jerome, 
that being " replenished with the Hebrew 

88 In Psalmo cxviii. ubi interpres noster Hierony- 

lxx. interpretes transtule- mus diligentius elucidans 

rant, domine, salvum me ita transtulit, Obsecro, Do* 

/ae,inHebraeo scrip turn est, mine, salva obsecro. — Cla. 

Anna Adonai Osanna, quod in Matt. Lib. Hi. 

39 Ebraeis nablam'costodit litera signis : 
Pro captu quam quisque suo sermone Latino 
Edidit, innumeros lingua variante libellos ; 
Ebraeum que jubar suffuscat nube Latina. 
Nam tepefacta ferum dant tertia labra saporum, 
Sed sacer Hieronymus, Ebraeo fonte repletus, 
Lucidus nudant verum, breviusque ministrat ; 

t Namque secunda creat, nam tertia vascula vitat. 
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fountains he did more clearly and briefly 
discover the truth ;" as drawing it out of 
the "first vessel" immediately, and not 
taking it at " second hand," 

With respect to the view in which the 
apocryphal books were regarded, we receive 
some light from the author of the book 
"De Mirabilibtis Scriptura" who is sup- 
posed to have written about the year 650 : 
" In the books of the Maccabees, however, 
some wonderful things be found, which 
might conveniently be inserted into this 
rank ; yet will we not weary ourselves with 
any care thereof, because we only purpose 
to touch, in some measure, a short historical 
exposition of the wonderful things con- 
tained in the Divine Canon." 40 As also he 
tells us, that what is reported "touching 

10 In Maccabaeorum li- libus exiguam, quamvis in- 

bris etsi aliquid mirabilium genioli nostri modulum ex- 

numero inserendum con- cedentem, historicam expo- 

veniens fuisse huic ordini sitionem ex parte aliqua 

inveniatur; de hoc tamen tangeremus. — lib. ii. De 

nulla curafatigabimur, quia MirabiUb. Script, cap. 34. 

tantum agereproposuimus, Inter Opera Augustini, torn, 

undi divini canonis mirabi- iii. 
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the lake, or den, and the carrying of 
Abackuk, in the fable of Bel and the Dra- 
gon, is not therefore placed in this rank, 
because these things have not the authority 
of Divine Scripture." 41 

It is, therefore, evidenced by the forego* 
ing testimonies, that the early British Chris- 
tians appealed to the scriptures as the only 
rule of faith ; that manuscript copies of por- 
tions of the Word of God, in the common 
tongues, were read and circulated amongst 
them ; while the chief authority was reserved 
to the Hebrew and Greek originals — and not 
to the Roman vulgate : and, moreover, that 
those books which are now rejected by the 
Church of England — which have ever been 
rejected by the ancient fathers and the true 
catholic Church, were also regarded by our 
British ancestors as forming no part of the 
canon of scripture. 

That the great and distinguishing doc- 

41 De lacuyero iterum et quod in auctoritate divinae 

Abacuk translate in Belis Scripture non habentur. 

et Draconis fabula, idcirco Ibid. cap. 32. 
in hoc ordine non ponitur, 
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trines of the gospel — free grace and justifi- 
cation by faith alone, were held and con- 
tinued to be held, in the British Church, up 
to the time of Augustine's mission, we learn 
from the writings of her early divines. The 
doctrine which they drew from the scrip- 
tures was, that God, by his immoveable 
council, ordained some of his creatures to 
praise him, and live blessedly from him, 
and in him and by him, namely, " by his 
eternal predestination, his free calling, and 
his grace, which was due to none:" 43 "that 
he hath mercy with great goodness, and 
hardeneth without any iniquity; so as 
neither he that is delivered can glory of his 
own merits, nor he that is condemned com- 
plain but of his own merits ; forasmuch as 
grace only maketh the distinction betwixt 
the redeemed and the lost, who by a cause 
drawn from their common original, were 
framed together into one mass of perdi- 

42 Praedestinatione scili- gratuita,velindebita gratia, 
eet aeterna, non creatione GaUus. in Serm, Constant. 
temporaria, sed vocatione 
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tion." 43 For " all mankind stood condemned 
in the apostolical root of Adam, with so 
just and divine a judgment, that although 
none should be freed from thence, no man 
could rightly blame the justice of God : and 
such as were freed must, to have been freed, 
that by those many which were not freed, 
but left in their most just condemnation, it 
might be shewed what the whole lump had 
deserved ; that the due judgment of God 
should have condemned even those that are 
justified, unless mercy had relieved them 
from that which was due ; that so all the 
mouths of them which would glory of their 
merits might be stopped, and he that glo- 
rieth might glory in the Lord." 44 

They further taught, as St. Augustine 
did, that " man, using ill his free will, lost 

43 Miseretur magna boni- discernit a perditis, quos 

tate, et obdurat nulla ini- in unamperditionis concre- 

quitate; ut neque liberatus averat massam, ab origine 

de suis mentis glorietur, ducta causa communi. Se~ 

neque damnatus nisi de dulius in Rom. iz. 

suis meritis conqueratur. ** Id. ibid. 
Solaenim gratia redemptos 
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both himself and it; 9 ' that as one "by 
living is able to kill himself, but by killing 
himself is not able to live, nor hath power 
to raise up himself when he hath killed him* 
self; so when sin had been committed by 
free will, sin being the conqueror, free will 
also was lost ; forasmuch as of whom a man 
is overcome, of the same is he also brought 
in bondage."— 2 Pet. ii. 19." That "unto 
a man thus brought in bondage and sold 
there is no liberty left to do well, unless he 
redeem him whose saying is this, ' If the 
Son make you free, ye shall be free indeed/" 
John viii. 36. That " the mind of men from 
their very youth is set upon evil, there being 
not a man which sinneth not." 46 That " a 
man hath nothing from himself but sin :" 47 
That " God is the author of all good things, 
that is to say, both of good nature and of 
good will ; which, unless God do work in 
him, man cannot do, because this good will 
is prepared by the Lord in man, that by the 

45 Id. ibid. nisi peccatum? — Id* in I 

46 Id. in Ephes. ii. Cor. ir. 

47 Quid habes ex teipso 

H 
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gift of God he may do that which of himself 
he could not by his own free will." 48 That 
" the good will of man goeth before many 
gifts of God, but not all ; and of those which 
it doeth not go before, itself is one ; for both 
of these is read in the holy scriptures, His 
mercy shall go before me 9 and his mercy shall 
follow me : it preventeth him that is unwill- 
ing that he may will, and it followeth him 
that is willing that he will not in vain/' 49 
And that, therefore, we are admonished to 
ask that we may receive, to the end that 
what we do will, may be effected by him 
by whom it was effected that we did so will. 
They taught also, that " the law was not 
given that it might take away sin, but that 
it might shut up all under sin ; 9$so to the end 
that men,, being by this means humbled, 
might understand that their salvation was 
not in their own hand, ,c but in the hand of 
a mediator :" that " by the law, neither the 
remission nor the removal, but the know- 

48 Deus auctor est omni- 49 Sedu. in Rom. ix. 
um bonorum, &c. — Claud. 50 Sedulius in Gal. iii. 
Lib. i. in Matt. 
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ledge of sins ;" 61 " that it forgiveth not sins 
but condemneth them ;" 62 that " our sins are 
freely forgiven us without the merits of our 
works : ,,S3 that " through grace we are saved 
by faith, and not by works ; and that there- 
fore we are to rejoice, 54 * not in our own 
righteousness or learning, but in the faith of 
the cross, by which all our sins are for- 
given us : ,,,w that " grace is abject and vain 
if it alone do not suffice us :"** and that "we 
esteem basely of Christ when we think that 
he is not sufficient for us unto salvation :" 57 
that " God hath 60 ordered, that he will be 
gracious unto mankind, if they do believe 
that they shall be freed by the blood of 
Christ :" M that as " the soul is the life of the 



51 Non remissio nee ab- 
latio peccatorum, sed cog- 
nito. — Id. in Rom. iii. 

52 Lex non donat pecca- 
ta, sed damnat. — Id. in 
Rom. iv. 

53 Gratis nobis donantur 

peccata. — Sedu. in Gal. i. 

54 Gratia estis salvati per 



fidem, id est, non per opera. 
Sedu, in Eph. ii. 

55 Sedulius et Claud, in 
Gal. vi. 

^Abjecta et irrita gra- 
tia est, si mini sola not suf- 
ficit. — Se. in Gal. ii. 

57 Id. in Gal.nl. 

58 Id. in Rom. iiL 
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body, so faith is the life of the soul :" M and 
that " we live by faith only, as owing nothing 
to the law:" 60 that "he that believeth in 
Christ hath the perfection of the law," 61 for, 
" whereas, man might be justified by the law, 
because none did fulfil the law, but only he 
which did trust in the promise of Christ ; 
faith was appointed, which should be ac- 
cepted for the perfection of the law, that in 
all things which were omitted, faith might 
satisfy for the whole law:" that this right- 
eousness, therefore, is " not ours, nor in us, 
but in Christ," 69 in whom we are considered 
" as members in the head;" that " faith, pro- 
curing the remission of sins by grace, mak- 
eth all believers the children of Abraham;" 68 
and that " it was just, that as Abraham was 
justified by faith only, so also the rest that 
followed his faith should be saved" 64 after 
the same manner : that " through adoption 

58 Vita corporis anima, bis, sed in Christo, quasi 

vita animae fides est. — Id. membra in capite. — Id. in 

in Heb. x. 2 Cor. v. 

60 Id. in Gal. ii. 63 /d. in Rom. iv. 

61 Id. in Rom. x. w Id. in. Rom. i. 

62 Non nostra, non in no- 
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we are made the sons of God, by believing 
in the Son of God;" 85 and that this is "a 
testimony of our adoption, that we have the 
spirit, by which we pray and cry Abba, 
Father!" 66 "forasmuch as none can receive 
so great a pledge as this, but such as be sons 
only ;" that " Moses himself made a distinc- 
tion betwixt both the justices, to wit, of faith 
and of deeds ; that the one did by works 
justify him that came, the other by believing 
only :" 67 that " the patriarchs and the pro- 
phets were not justified by the works of the 
law, but by faith:" 68 that "the custom of 
sin hath so prevailed, that none now can 
fulfil the law." As the Apostle Peter saith, 
" Which neither our fathers nor we have 
been able to bear. m But if there were any 
righteous men which did escape the curse, 
it was not by the works of the law, but for 
their faith's sake that they were saved." — 
Acts xv. 80. . 

65 Per adoptionem effici- 66 Sedul. in Rom. viii. 

mur filii Dei, credendo 67 Id. in Rom. x. 

in filium Dei. — Claud, lib. es Id. in Gal. ii. 
i. in Matt. 
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Thus did Sedulius and Claudius, two of 
our most famous divines, deliver the doe- 
trine of free will and grace, faith and works, 
the law and the gospel, justification and 
adoption; no less agreeably to the faith 
which is at this day professed in the re- 
formed churches, than to that which they 
themselves received from the most ancient 
doctors, whom they did follow therein. 

As a proof that the Romish dogma con- 
cerning purgatory was not known in the 
early British and Irish Churches, arch- 
bishop Usher quotes a book of St. Patrick's, 
then in the royal library, in which no men- 
tion is made of any other place after this 
life but heaven and hell ; which, from the 
very subject of the work, must have been, 
had the dogma of purgatory been held by 
the writer. The archbishop says, " I will 
lay down here the beginning of that treatise, 
and leave it to the judgment of any indiffe- 
rent man, whether it can well stand with 
that which the Romanists teach concerning 
purgatory at this day." " There be three 
habitations under the power of Almighty 
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God; the first, the lowermost, and the mid- 
dle ; the highest whereof is called the king- 
dom of God, or the kingdom of heaven ; 
the lowermost is termed hell ; the middle is 
named this present world, or the circuit of 
the earth. The extremes whereof are alto- 
gether contrary one to another ; (for what 
fellowship can there be betwixt light and 
darkness, betwixt Christ and Belial ;) but 
the middle hath some similitude with the 
extremes ; for in this world there is a mix* 
ture of the bad and of the good together ; 
whereas, in the kingdom of God, there are 
none bad but all good ; but in hell there are 
none good but all bad. And both those 
places are supplied out of the middle. For, 
of the men of this world, some are lifted up 
to heaven, others are drawn down to hell ; 
namely, like are joined unto like; that is to 
say, good to good, and bad to bad ; just men 
to just angels, wicked men to wicked angels ; 
the servants of God to God, the servants of 
the devil to the devil. The blessed are 
called to the kingdom prepared for them from 
the beginning of the world; the cursed are 
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driven into the everlasting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels.' 990 

He refers also to an ancient canon of one 
of the Irish synods, wherein it is affirmed, 
that the soul, being separated from the body, 
is " presented before the judgment seat of 
Christ, who rendereth its own unto it ac- 
cording to what it has done/' 70 

Sedulius says likewise, that after the end 
of this life "either death or life succeedeth, 71 
and that " death is the gate by which we 
enter into our kingdom," 72 Claudius says 
that " Christ did take upon him our punish- 
ment without our guilt, that thereby he 
might loose our guilt, and finish also our 



"73 



™Patricde Tribus Ha- 
bitaculis. MS. in Bibliothe- 
ca Ragia Jacobcea. 

70 Synod Hibern. in vet. 
Cod. Canonum, titulorum 
Ixvi. MS. in Biblioiheca 
D. Robert. Cottoni. 

71 Finem dixit exitum 
vitae et actuum: cui aut 
mors aut vita succeedit. — 



Sedulius in Rom. cap. vii. 

72 Mors porta est per 
quam itur ad regnum. Id. 
in 1 Cor. iii. 

73 Suscepit Christus sine 
reatu supplicium nostrum, 
utinde solveret reatum nos- 
trum, et finiret etiam sup- 
plicium nostrum. — Claud, 
in Gal. iii. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 81 

It is also to be observed, that the prayers 
and oblations for the dead mentioned in the 
ancient writers, are expressly said to have 
been offered for them whose souls were sup- 
posed at the same time to have rested in bliss. 
So Adamnanus relates that St. Colme (or 
Columhill) celebrated the sacred eucharist, 
after the soul of St. Brendan had been 
received by the holy angels ,* 74 and that he 
did the same when Columbanus, bishop of 
Linster, departed this life. For says he, " I 
must to-day, although I be unworthy, cele- 
brate the holy mysteries of the eucharist 
for the reverence of that soul which this 
night ascended into paradise." 75 Whereby 
it appears that an honourable commemora- 
tion of the dead was hereby intended, and 
a sacrifice of thanksgiving for their salvation 9 
rather than of propitiation for their sins. 
Claudius also, quoting from St. Jerome, 
says, " while we are in this present world, 
we may be able to help one another, either 
by our prayers or by our counsels ; but 

74 Adamnanus ViU Columb. Lib. iii. cap. 15. 

75 Id. cap. 16. 
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when we shall come before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, neither Job, nor Daniel, nor 
Noah can entreat for any one, but every- 
one must bear his own burden." 76 It is 
plain that in those elder days it was no 
unusual thing to make prayers and oblations 
for the rest of those souls which were not 
doubted to have been in glory; and con- 
sequently that neither the commemoration, 
nor the prayer for the dead, nor the requiem 
masses of that age, have any relation to the 
belief of purgatory. 

Concerning the worship of angels or 
saints, Sedulius gives this general rule, 
" To adore any other beside the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Ghost, is the crime 
of impiety j" 77 and that " all that the soul 
oweth unto God, if it bestow it upon any 

76 Dum in presinti secu- quoquam, sed unumquem- 

lo sumus, sive orationibus, que portare onus suum. — 

sive consiliis invicem pos- Claud, in Gal. vi. 
se nosadjuvari ; cum autem 77 Adorare alium praeter 

ante tribunal Christi vene- Patrem et Filium et Spiri- 

rimus, nee Job, nee Daniel, turn Sanctum, impietatis 

nee Noe, rogare posse pro crimen eat-Sed* in Rom. i. 
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besides God, it committeth spiritual adul- 
tery." 78 And more particularly in the mat- 
ter of image worship he reproves the wise 
men of the heathen for thinking that the 
" invisible God might be worshipped by a 
visible image." 79 With whom also agrees 
Claudius, that " God dwells not in that 
which is made by hand, neither is to be 
known in metal nor in wood." And so late 
as the close of the eighth century, the 
worship of images was protested against by 
the British, or rather the Anglo-Saxon 
Church ; for when (in the year 792) a copy 
of the canons of the second council of Nice, 
which imposed image worship on the church, 
was sent into Britain by Charles the Great, 
Alcuinus, the celebrated British divine, 
" wrote a letter against this innovation, and 
disproved the council with great evidence 
from the holy scriptures, and presented this 
answer to Charles the Great, in the name 

78 Totum quod debet 79 Invisibilis Deus per 

Deo anima, si alicui prae- simulacrum visibile colere- 

ter Deum reddiderit, moe- tur. — Id. in Rom. i. 
chatur. — Sedul. in Rom. ii. 
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of the English bishops and the other great 
men of the kingdom.'** 

Transubstantiation, communion in one 
kind, and other anti-scriptural practices of 
the present Church of Rome, will be proved 
not to have been held by the early British 
Church, when we come, in the next chapter, 
to speak of the primitive and present British 
ritual. 

90 Hwenden. Annal. pars Dunelmensis His. de Qcs. 
prior, p. 282 ; also Simon Regum Angl. p. 111. 
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CHAPTEK III. 



THE DOCTRINE AND PRIMITIVE CHARACTER 
OF THE BRITISH RITUAL. 



Although the English prayer-book was 
compiled by a committee of the bishops and 
clergy of the reformed catholic Church of 
England in the time of Edward the Sixth, 
and revised in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
yet, as Mr. Palmer very justly observes, it 
" was not composed in a few years, nor by 
a few men ; it has descended to us with the 
improvements and the approbation of many 
centuries ; and they who truly feel the calm 
and sublime elevation of our hymns and 
prayers, participate in the spirit of pri- 
mitive devotion. 

" The great majority of our formularies 
are actually translated from Latin and Greek 
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• 

rituals, which have been used for at least 
fourteen or fifteen hundred years in the 
Christian Church, and there is scarcely a 
portion of our prayer-book which cannot 
in some way be traced to ancient offices." 1 

We have every reason to conclude that 
the primitive British liturgy was the same 
as that used in the neighbouring Churches 
of Gaul; for wfe have no trace or record 
of more than two primitive liturgies in the 
western church, namely, the Roman and 
Gallican. And since there is undeniable 
evidence that the British ritual differed 
from the Roman and agreed with the Gal- 
lican in many important particulars, we 
may conclude that they were identical. 
And it is most probable that the Irish used 
the same until the time of St. Patrick, who 
in the year 432 introduced the custom which 

1 See the preface to his book contains an immense 

" Origines Liturgica" — a quantity of valuable matter 

most valuable and interest- respecting ancient liturgies, 

ing work to which I am and will well repay the rea- 

indebted for much of the der for a careful and dili- 

information contained in gent perusal, 
this chapter. Mr. Palmer's 
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more generally prevailed at that time in 
the western church, namely, the liturgy of 
the Roman Church before the additions were 
made to it by Gelasius in the year 492. 
From the time of St. Patrick different modes 
of performing the Christian worship existed 
in Ireland ; some following the Gallican 
and some the Roman custom until, at the 
synod of Kells, a. d. 1152, the corrupted 
Roman ritual of that age was established 
generally in the Irish Church. 

That the British Church retained their 
ancient ritual at least to the close of the 
sixth century may be presumed, since at 
that time it continued to differ from the 
Roman. This is fully proved by the re- 
cords we have of the conference already 
mentioned between Augustine, the monk, 
and the assembly of British bishops. 

On that occasion, Augustine is said- to 
have addressed them thus : " In many re- 
spects you act in a manner contrary to oar 
customes, and indeed to those of the univer- 
sal church, and yet if you will obey me in 
these three things, * * * * we will tolerate 
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all your other customs, though contrary 
to our own"* 

There is no doubt but that after this un- 
successful attempt of Augustine to subjugate 
the independent catholic Church of Britan 
to the Roman see, British Christians con- 
tinued to use the ancient ritual to which 
they were so much attached ; and as it was 
also partially in use amongst the Scotti, 
(Irish,) by whose missionaries, as we have 
seen, the greater part of the Saxon provinces 
were converted, we may conclude that it 
was adopted extensively in the Anglo-Saxon 
Church. The offices of that Church, which 
are extant, prove that her services were 
comparatively pure so late as the end of the 
ninth or beginning of the tenth century, 
although gradually corrupted by additions 
from time to time made by the Roman 
monks, until at last the sacramentary of 

*Dicebatautemeis,quia vultis; carters qua 

in multis quidem nostras agitiB,quamvismoribusno8- 

consutudini, imxno univer- tris contraria, aequanimiter 

salis Ecclesite, contraria cuncta tolerabimus. Bede's 

geritis : et tamen si in tri- Histor. Eccles, Lib. ii. 

bus bis mibi obtemperare cap. 2. 
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Gregory was generally received* not even in 
its primitive state, but laden with the ac- 
cumulated rubbish of the dark ages. 3 

Since it has been shewn that the primitive 
liturgies of Gaul and Britain were identical, 
we shall, in tracing the source of the former, 
find also the origin of the latter. The de- 
rivation of the Gallican ritual, therefore, 
becomes a question of much interest. It is 
a fact now well established, that the Church 
of Lyons was the first Christian Church 
settled in Gaul, of which Pothinus, a dis- 
ciple of Polycarp, was bishop, and suffered 
martyrdom, a.d. 177. To him succeeded 
Irenaeus, under whose superintendence the 
Church flourished exceedingly, and sent out 
missionaries through the other provinces, 
which received, with the gospel, the liturgy 
also of the mother Church ; so that the 

3 See an ancient Saxon the tenth century. Nothing 

office for the seven hours is here found of the wor- 

of prayer, published in the ship of saints, angels, or 

Appendix to Dr. Hicke's images, the adoration of the 

Letters, London, 1705, cross, or any other popish 

which bears the character abomination, 
of the ninth or early part of 

3 i 
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Church of Lyons may be regarded as the 
secondary source from which the Gallican 
liturgy was derived. But whence did the 
Church of Lyons derive it ? This question 
Mr. Palmer has answered in the following 
clear and satisfactory manner : " To trace 
the liturgy of this Church is to trace her 
origin. In the present instance there is but 
little difficulty in the task. It is admitted 
by all the learned, and supported by irre- 
sistable evidence, that the Church of Lyons 
was founded by missionaries from Asia." 
" It was therefore from Asia that the 
Church of Lyons received her ecclesiastical 
traditions ; and there can be no doubt but 
that they of Asia received their traditions 
from St. John, the beloved disciple." 

It appears from authentic history that 
St. John exercised a diligent superintend- 
ence over the Churches of Asia and Phry- 
gia : 4 (that is, the exarchate of Ephesus ;) 
and hence, probably in conjunction with the 
civil rank of Ephesus, arose the authority 
of the bishop of that city, who sat in the 

4 Euseb. Hist. EccU lib. iii. cap. i. et lib. iii. cap. 23. 
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chair of St. John, and exercised patriarchal 
and metropolitical jurisdiction over the 
Churches of Asia, Phrygia, and other ad- 
joining provinces. We beed not wonder, 
then, that the Churches of Asia contended 
sharply in the second century for that cus- 
tom of observing Easter, which had been 
delivered to them from ancient times. 5 
United to the natural unwillingness to 
change ancient customs, was the reverence 
with which they thought of their apostolical 
ruler, St. John, and of the holy men who 
had been his disciples and followers. Poly- 
crates, bishop of Ephesus, in his epistle to 
Victor of Rome, and the Roman Church, 
says that " John, who rested on the bosom 
of the Lord, who was a priest, and wore the 
Petalos, who was a martyr and teacher, and 
fell asleep at Ephesus; Polycarp, bishop 
of Smyrna and a martyr ; Thraseas, bishop 
of Eumenia, who was a martyr and suffered 
death at Smyrna ; and need we to mention 
Sagaris, bishop and martyr, who died at 

5 Euseb. His. EccL Lib. Origines Liturgies* Vol i. 
v. cap. '24 ; see Palmer's p. 154. 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 



THE TRUE CHARACTER OF 



Laodicea ; and, moreover, the blessed Papi- 
rius and Melito." " These all kept the feast 
of Easter on the fourteenth day, according 
to the gospel/' It is plain from all these 



6 — wed *I«au'mf o $v rp 
<rrSv% tow xv^nv oi'arww, 



Bfaamt km Wanrort* xo* 
papvf awo E£pty/«fe <* fr 
Z^ufpft) juxotpuroi* t* Ji w7 
Xrycfr Zayafu Witxovof xju 

pCtfTUfCt, %( b A*0&XIUft KDUS- 

ixtreu. *m % xat Ilain^piop to* 
paxapc*, xal MfXiTVMt. Ourct 
va/n^ fofpfraw T^y Ifxtpaf *?* 

TOTSf f0X9U^tX0tTHf TO J* 11x0^*, 

xar& to EiwyyfAMT. j?tw. /ft*. 
j£cci. Lib. v. cap. 24. — 
Tj motor, the Petalos : this 
was a long plate of gold, 
two fingers broad, which 
reached across the fore- 
head of the High Priest, 
says Maimonides in his trea- 
tise on the Implements of 
the Sanctuary, c. ix. sec. 1. 



The LXX. use the word in 
Exod. xxviii. 32, vtraXt» 
XfvcrcM, which our English 
translators have rendered 
(in verse 36, English ver- 
sion] by " a plate of gold ;" 
and it is called in chapter 
mix. v. 30, " a plate of 
the holy crown." It seems 
probable that the first Chris- 
tian priests, in imitation of 
the Jewish High Priest, 
wore a plate of gold as a 
mark of distinction when 
ministering in the Church. 
Epiphanius says, " James 
the brother of our Lord, who 
was ordained the first bi- 
shop of Jerusalem, wore 
such a plate of gold on his 
forehead." — (In Hares. 
Nazar.) The same is said 
of Mark the Evangelist, in 
a MS. concerning his suf- 
ferings. — Valesius in he. 
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things that the Churches of Asia received 
their ecclesiastical customs and liturgy from 
St. John rather than from any other of the 
apostles. 

Hence, it appears not only probable, but 
almost certain that the Gallican liturgy and 
rites were originally derived from St. John ; 
and some other testimonies may be stated 
which will confirm this idea. In the seventh 
century, the Churches of Britain and Ire- 
land differed from the Roman and other 
western Churches in the celebration of 
Easter. This difference was caused by the 
adoption of different paschal cycles. In 
the celebrated conference held at Strenaes- 
halch in Britain, between Coleman and 
Wilfrid, Coleman defended the British and 
Irish rule, saying that they derived it by 
tradition from Saint John. The ancient 
Irish author whose tract was published by 
Spelman, is by all critics allowed to have 
written not later than the beginning of the 
eighth century. He positively affirms, that 
"John the Evangelist first chanted the 
Gallican course ; then afterwards the blessed 
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Polycarp, disciple of St. John ; then thirdly, 
Irenaeus, who was bishop of Lyons in Gaul, 
chanted the same course in Gaul;" 7 combin- 
ing the proof of the antiquity of the Gallican 
liturgy with the tradition of the ancient 
British and Irish Churches; bearing in 
mind that the same liturgy had prevailed 
in Gaul from the first introduction of Chris- 
tianity ; and that Lyons, the first Church in 
Gaul, derived her liturgy from the Churches 
ruled by St. John ; that there is no trace on 
record of any other liturgy having prevailed 
in Gaul in the primitive times; and that 
this ancient liturgy differed from the Roman, 
Alexandrian, and Oriental; it almost amounts 
to a certainty that the Gallican, and conse- 
quently the British, ritual was derived ori- 
ginally from instructions given by St. John 
to the Church of Ephesus ; and therefore we 

7 Johannes Evangelista Episcopus Lugdunensis 

primum cursum gallorum Gallei, tertius ipse, ipsum 

decantavit ; inde postea cursum decantavit in Gal- 

beatus Polycarpus discipu- leis. — Ancient MS. in Cot. 

his sancti Johannes. Inde Lib. printed in Spelman's 

postea Hiereneus qui fuit Concil. Tom. i, p. 176. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 95 

may invest it with the dignity of an aposto- 
lical liturgy. 

We now come, in speaking of the catholic* 
character of the present liturgy of the Church 
of England, to meet the last error noticed in 
the introductory chapter, namely, that our 
liturgy is derived from the modern Roman 
missal ; — that it is only the service book of 
the Popish Church " purified from some of 
its grosser superstitions." The slightest 
attention to dates will be sufficient at once to 
set this question at rest. Our common- 
prayer was compiled in 1548, received a 
revision in 1552, and was established in its 
present form in the year 1569. Whereas 
the Roman missal was drawn up by certain 
fathers chosen for that purpose towards the 
close of the council of Trent 9 in 1562, and 
was not sanctioned and promulgated until 
a.d. 1570, by a bull of Pope Pius V., bear- 
ing date the 12th of January in that year. 10 

8 Not Roman. Pontificate of Pius V.> — 

Du Pin. Eccl. Hist. p. 105 ; also, the Author's 

Cent. xvi. lib. iii. cap. 21. "Letters on the Sacrifice 

10 Mentha** s " Life and of the Mass," p. 8. [My 
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It is, therefore, impossible that the later 
Roman could have been the source from 
whence the earlier English ritual was de- 
rived. The reformed Church of England 
might, with much greater appearance of 
reason, charge the Italian Church with 
having copied from her liturgy all that is 
scriptural and primitive in the Roman mass 
book. But the fact is, both Churches had 
one common fountain from which to draw ; 



copy of the Roman missal 
has prefixed to it the bull 
of Pius V., dated as above, 
also abuD of Clement VUI. 
and of Urban VIII. reeog* 
nizing and authorising the 
same. It is a folio of 802 
pages, including prefatory 
matter and index, and bears 
the following title : Missale 
Rornanum ex decreto sacro- 
sanct* ConciUi Tridentini 
restitutum, Pii V. Pant. 
Max. jussu editum, et de- 
mentis Fill, primum, nunc 
denuo Urbane Papce oc- 
tavi auctaritate recognitum. 



Antverpue, exqfficinaPlan- 
Hniana BaUhasaris Moreti. 
MDCL. By this bull of 
Pius Y., the missal is en* 
joined upon the Roman 
Church, and nothing is ever 
to be added, subtracted, 
or changed, under pain of 
papal indignation !] " Ni- 
hil unquam addendum, de- 
trahendum, aut immutan- 
dum esse decernendo, sub 
indignationis nostras poena, 
hac nostra perpetuo valitu- 
ra constitutione statuimus 
et ordinamus. 
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namely, scripture and primitive usage. The 
Church of Rome chose to corrupt the pure 
waters of this fountain with the impurities 
of the lying legends of monkish supersti- 
tion 11 — the " fond things vainly invented" M 
by the depraved minds of men ; while the 
compilers of the reformed liturgy of our 
Church selected from the primitive rituals 
of the several apostolic Churches, mora par- 



11 Cardinal Quignon had 
prepared a reformed ritual 
which was rejected by the 
Tridentme Fathers, and 
the present collection of 
blasphemy and absurdity 
adopted. In the Consulta- 
tio of the Emperor Ferdi- 
nand on the subject of 
reformation, prepared in 
March, 1562, and intended 
for the consideration of the 
council, but not read, is the 
following proposition — " ut 
libri Missales, Graduates, 
Antiphonarii, Agendas, et 
Breviaria religiose et dili- 
genter recognoscantur, et 
repurgentur, utque nihil in 
Ecclesia legendum, eanen* 



dum, orandum, seu populo 
proponendum permittatur, 
quod non sit ex divinis Ute- 
ris desumptum, aut hisce 
omnino consentaneum prout 
■vel ex Sanctis Patribus, 
vel probatis historiis ec- 
clesiasticisdemonstrari pos- 
sit, prout antiquis Conciliis 
cautum esse cognoscitur. 

Le Plat has copied thei 
whole document in his fifth 
vol. and inserted from Hay- 
naldus the apology for not 
reading it, at pp. 328-9. — 
See Mendham's Council of 
Trent, p. 321. 

12 The Articles of Reli- 
gion, Art. xxii. 
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ticularly from the Gallican, such matter as 
was pure and scriptural, and arranged it 
(at least as far as the general outline) agree- 
ably to the primitive order. 

The sacramentary of Gregory, against 
which perhaps, compared with the present 
Roman missal, there would be but little to 
object, had been imposed upon the Anglo- 
Saxon Church by the successors of Augus- 
tine and the partizans of the bishops of 
Rome ; this formed the foundation of the 
"Use ofSarum :" 13 but so much " wood, hay, 
and stubble" had been built thereon, that 
what was catholic and primitive in it, was 
nullified and obscured. The Sarum ritual 



1S " A regular and 
chronological examination 
of the Roman Breviaries, 
Missals, Manuals, Hares, 
$c, particularly those of 
our own country, or, which 
amounts to nearly the 
same, of Salisbury, would 
be a present of essential 
value, both as, in that re* 
spect, abundantly justify- 



ing our reformation, and as 
elucidating the history and 
contents of our national 
liturgy." — Mendham's Li* 
terary Policy of the Church 
of Rome, p. 283. [I can- 
not but express a wish that 
Mr. Mendham would him- 
self undertake this work, 
than whom there is no man 
better qualified.] 
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was compiled by Osmund, bishop of Salis- 
bury, about a.d. 1080; and, together with 
the " Uses 9 ' of York, Hereford, Bangor, &c., 
differing nothing in general character, and 
varying but little in detail from it, con* 
stituted the accustomed services of the 
Churches throughout Britain before the 
Reformation. These were referred to by 
the Reformers of our Church in the compi- 
lation of the present liturgy, but were by 
no means fallowed by them, either in the 
matter or order of arrangement, in the ritual 
which they drew up. 

The following account of the compilation 
and several revisions of our present liturgy 
is taken, in substance, from Dr. Nicholh 9 
Comment on the Book of Common Prayer: I4 

After the pope's usurped jurisdiction in 
this nation was abolished, and all appeals to 
Rome forbidden by the 24th Henry VIII. 15 
a. p. 1532 ; and when afterwards in 1534, 

M Dr. NicholW Com. on Eighth as in any sense the 

the Com. Prayer, p. iv. direct promoter of the Re- 

11 We do not acknow- formation of the Anglian 

ledge the popish Henry the Church; there is enough 
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his assumed supremacy was submitted to no 
longer, but the king was declared to be 
the head of the Anglian Church ; Arch- 
bishop Cranmer, zealous for the reformation 
of the Church, and the restoration of the 
primitive faith and worship, seized this 
favourable opportunity, and made use of 
the royal authority to effect something to- 
wards the compilation of a national liturgy 
in the English language. Accordingly, in 
the year 1536, the king's Injunctions were 
set forth, by which the bible, the Lord's 
prayer, creed, and ten commandments, were 
ordered to be placed in every Church, and 
read to the people in English. 16 In the year 
1545, the King's Primer was published, 
which contained not only the creed, Lord's 

to prove that his objects 16 Barnefs His. Reform. 

were of a selfish, sensual, Vol. iii. Collect. Records, 

and worldly character, p. 147. [Although Dr. 

which the Lord overruled Nicholls is chiefly followed, 

by the instrumentality of yet additional information 

Cranmer and others, to the is drawn from other au* 

furtherance of his own work* thentic sources*] 
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prayer, and ten commandments, but also 
(the morning and evening prayer in English, 
not differing very much from what is in 
our present common prayer-book. Soon 
after this the litany, 17 something different 
from what it is now, was also published in 
English, and commanded to be read in the 
Church on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The work was further proceeded with 
immediately after the accession of Edward 
the Sixth. A commission was issued by the 
king to thirteen persons, authorising them 
to draw up a service for the administration 
of the Lord's supper. 18 



17 See Appendix vi. 

18 The persons appointed 
to perform this, were, Thos* 
Cranmer, Archbishop of 
Canterbury ; Thomas Good- 
rick, Bishop of Ely ; Henry 
Holbech, Bishop of Lin* 
eoln ; George Day, Bishop 
of Chichester ; John Skip* 

Bishop of Hereford; 

Thirlby, Bishop of West- 
minster; Nicholas Ridley, 



Bishop of Rochester; Rich- 
ard Cox, Dean of Christ 
Church; Dr. May, Dean 
of St. Paul's ; Dr. Taylor, 
Dean of Lincoln ; Dr Hayns, 
Dean of Exeter ; Dr. Ro- 
binson, Archdeacon of Lei- 
cester, afterwards Dean of 
Durham; DrRedman,Dean 
of Westminster, and Master 
of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge* 

K 8 
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When this office for the holy communion 
was completed, it was published with a 
proclamation, reciting the statute which 
had lately been passed for receiving the 
communion in both kinds. The same per- 
sons were also commissioned to finish the 
whole book of common-prayer, and to draw 
up offices of baptisms, burials, and other 
special occasions ; which they proceeded to 
do, and the whole book being finished, it 
was confirmed by act of parliament in the 
second year of King Edward VI., a. d. 1548. 

Four years afterwards, the liturgy under- 
went another review, wherein some few 
ceremonies and usages were altered, and 
some prayers added at the instance of Cal- 
vin and Bucer, which alterations were per- 
haps no improvement. 

Popery having been re-established in 
England in the reign of Queen Mary, and the 
mass book used instead of the English litur- 
gy ; on the accession of Queen Elizabeth, con- 
sultations were held by the Protestants about 
the court, concerning the restoration of the 
English ritual ; and, in order to this, several 
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learned divines 19 were appointed to make a 
revision of the second book of Edward VI. 
It was first debated which of the two 
books of Edward the Sixth should be re- 
ceived : however, the second was chosen ; 
after some well-judged alterations — the 
principal one of which was the restoration, 
from king Edward's first book, of the words 
" The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was given for thee," and, " The blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee," 
in the administration of the bread and wine 
at the communion, (which had been omitted 
in the last revision) — the act of parliament, 
for establishing this book, passed April 28, 
1569. 
In the first year of King James L, the 

19 Dr. Matthew Parker, Rev. Edmund Grindal, af- 
afterwards Archbishop of terwards Archbishop of Can- 
Canterbury; Dr. Richard terbury. To these were 
Cox, afterwards Bishop of added Dr. Edwyn Sandys, 
Ely ; Dr. May, Dr. Bill, afterwards Bishop of Wor- 
Dr. James Pilkington, af- cester, and Edmond Guest, 
terwards Bishop of Durham; afterwards Bishop of Ro« 
Sir Thomas Smith, Rev. Chester. 
David Whithead, M. A. 
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puritans complained against the ceremonies 
and service book of the Church ; and a con- 
ference was held on the subject before the 
king at Hampton Court ; where the objec- 
tions of the puritan ministers were heard 
and answered chiefly by the king himself. 
At the conclusion of this conference, the 
king issued a commission under the great 
seal of England to the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and others, to " cause the whole book 
of common-prayer, with the explanations, to 
be newly printed/ 9 These explanations were 
the adding some new thanksgivings at the 
end of the litany, and to the catechism the 
questions and answers concerning the sacra-* 
ments, the word priest in some places 
changed into minister, and some slight 
alterations in the rubric in the office for pri- 
vate baptism : these were in some respects 
perhaps improvements ; but it is to be ques- 
tioned whether they were made by compe- 
tent authority after the establishment of 
Queen Elizabeth's book by act of parliament- 
In the reign of Charles L, nothing more 
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was done than the alteration of the names 
of the royal family, and the restoration of 
the word priest in some places where it had 
been changed for that of minister. 

It would be out of place to enter minutely 
into the events of the wicked rebellion of 
the puritan faction, and the state of anarchy 
and confusion which followed the martyr- 
dom of the Lord's annointed ruler of this 
realm. During the domination of that in- 
tolerant faction, the sacred ritual of the 
Church of Christ in England was literally 
trodden underfoot, 80 to give place to the 



20 At Chelmsford, a party 
of the parliament soldiers, 
instigated by the sectaries 
of the town, forced their 
way into the church, (where 
the clergyman, Dr. Mi- 
chaelson's curate was read- 
ing the service,) and, with 
their hats on, made a noise 
to drown the curate's voice, 
called out to him to come 
out of his calve' s-coop, and 
seized the prayer book, 



which they carried through 
the streets in triumph; and 
at last tore out the leaves, 
and trode them under their 
feet! — Walker's sufferings 
of the Clergy j Part ii. pp. 
307-8. [This is but one 
specimen, and that not by 
any means the worst. In 
other places, greater vio- 
lence and indignity were 
used. See also Appendix 
vii.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 THE TRUE CHARACTER OF 

CramweUian Directory ; 2l and upwards of 

11 Ab a specimen of this the place appointed for the 

" Cromwellian Directory," publique buriall, and there 

take the following " Con- immediately interred, with- 

cerning the burial of the out any ceremony" — Di- 

dead." " When any per- rectory f p. 73.Lon<L 1644. 

son departeth this life, let [The whole title and imprt- 

the dead body, upon the matur of this extraordinary 

day of buriall, be decently production is as follows : 
attended from the house to 

A 

DIRECTORY 

FOB. 

The Publique Worship offfOD, 

Throughout the Time 
KINGDOMS 

OP 

England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

Together with an Ordinance of Parliament lor the taking away 

of the book of 

COMMON-PRAYER: 

AND 

For establishing and observing of this present Diebctoey through- 
out the Kingdom of England, and Dominion of Wale*. 

Die Jovis, 13. Martu, 1644. 

Ordered by the Lords and Commons assembled in Parliament, 
That this Ordinance and Directory hee forthwith Printed and 
Published : 

Joh: Brown, Cleric. H: Ekynge, Cler. 

Parliamentorum. Pari. D. Com. 

«^^*^^^ LONDON: ~~~~~~7. 
Printed for Evan Tyler, Alexander Fifield, Ralph Smith, and 
John Field; And are to be Sold at the Sign of the Bible, in Corn- 
hill, neer the Royall-Exchange. 1644. 

We do appoint and Authorise, Evan Tyler, Alexander Fifield, 
Ralph Smith, and John Field, to Print this Directory and Ordi- 
nance concerning it 

Henry Rdbrough, Scribe. 
Adomram Byfield, Scribe. 
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seven thousand* of the clergy who persisted 
in the use of it, were driven out of their liv- 
ings to suffer with their wives and families 
the miseries of homeless destitution and 
starvation, to make way for the fanatical 
followers and favourites of Cromwell, and, 
in several instances, for some of his igno- 
rant and dissolute common troopers. The 
whole nation, however, growing weary of 
this intolerable oppression and misrule, 
King Charles II. was restored to the throne 
of his murdered father ; who, in order to 
meet, if possible, the objections of the 
puritan party, issued a commission, dated 
March 25, 1661, empowering twelve of the 
bishops, and twelve of the presbyterian 
ministers, " to treat of matters proper to be 
altered in the liturgy ; to consider the ob- 
jections raised against the same; and to 
make such reasonable and necessary altera- 
tions as they should agree upon;" eleven 
assistants on each side being added, to sup- 
ply the place of any of the twelve principals 
who should be absent. 

n See Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy f p. iii. 
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These commissioners had several meet- 
ings at the Savoy, the place appointed for 
the conference. The presbyterians brought 
in their " exceptions against the book of com- 
mon-prayer ;"* and Baxter brought in a 
new common-prayer book of his own mak- 
ing, which he called the " reformation of the 
liturgy ;" far from being what its title ex- 
pressed, it was drawn up in a method war- 
ranted by no ancient liturgy, either Greek 
or Latin ; this was a presumption which was 
regarded by all the bishops with the great- 
est disdain; and indeed it is a matter of 
astonishment that so many learned men of 
the presbyterian side could ever be per- 
suaded to let such an absurd performance 
be laid before Bishops Sterne, Cosins, Mor- 
ley, Nicholson, and Pearson ; Drs. Gunning, 
Heylin, Thorndike, and others ; men so ad- 
mirably versed in antiquity and liturgical 
learning; and especially when they were 
directed by the words of the commission to 

23 See " Grand Debate rian Divines" — Quarto. 
between the most Reverend London, 1661. 
Bishops and the Presbyte- 
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" compare the common-prayer book with 
the most ancient liturgies which have been used 
in the Church in the most primitive and purest 
times." " And to avoid as much as may be all 
unnecessary alterations of the forms and liturgy 
wherewith the people are altogether acquainted, 
and have so long received in the Church of 
England" The bishops, disgusted with 
this performance of Baxter's, were not very 
forward to make any alterations which were 
proposed by the presbyterians, not liking 
to have laws prescribed to them by those 
who had been the authors of their long and 
severe sufferings. The puritans, on the 
other hand, heaped together all the old 
objections, which for an hundred years had 
been unjustly raised against the liturgy, 
with the addition of some new ones equally 
unjust, which appeared as though they in- 
tended to force the bishops to confess to the 
world that all the loud clamours against the 
Church were justifiable, and that they could 
not defend the retention of those things 
against which the puritans had objected. 
Although several conferences were held, 
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nothing was done, and soon after the com- 
mission expired. However some alterations 
were agreed upon hy the episcopal divines, 
which were further considered and after- 
wards made in the following convocation. 

This Convocation met on May 8, 1661. 
They began with the office for the king's 
birth and return, which was brought in the 
sixteenth of May, being their second session. 
On the eighteenth of May, their third ses- 
sion, they proceeded to the office of the 
" baptism of those of riper years ;" by the 
twentieth of December following, the book 
was completed and subscribed to by the 
members of both houses of convocation. 

The principal alterations which were 
made in this revision were these, several 
lessons in the calendar were changed for 
others more proper for the days; the 
prayers upon particular occasions were se- 
parated from the litany; that for the "parlia- 
ment," and for " all conditions of men," and 
the " general thanksgiving" were added. 
Some of the collects were altered. The 
epistles and gospels were taken out of the last 
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translation of the bible instead of the old: the 
office for baptism of those pf riper years ; 
the forms of prayers to be used at sea ; the 
form of prayer for the martyrdom of king 
Charles ; and that for the restoration of the 
royal family, were added. The whole book, 
being finished, passed both houses of con- 
vocation, and was unanimously subscribed 
by them on Friday, December the twentieth, 
1661.* 

The act of uniformity for giving the civil 
sanction of the legislature to the book, took 
up a considerable time ; therefore the pub- 
lication of it did not immediately take place. 
On the eighth of March, in order to insure a 
correct impression, Dr. Sandcroft, Mr. Scat- 
tergood, and Mr. Dillingham, were appoint- 
ed supervisors of the press, as appears by an 
order of the upper house of convocation, 
bearing date on that day. When the book 
was brought into the house of lords, Lord 
Clarendon, then high chancellor of England, 
was ordered to return the thanks of the 

u For the forms of sub- of convocation, see Appen- 
scription of the two houses dix v. 
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house to the bishops and clergy of the con- 
vocations of both provinces, for their great 
care and industry in the revision of it; 
which was signified to them by Robert, Lord 
Bishop of Oxford, who then presided in con- 
vocation. 

Having thus briefly traced the compila- 
tion and several revisions of the present 
.English ritual, let us proceed to examine 
the character of the book itself, and prove 
its conformity to scriptural and primitive 
usage. We will begin with that which, 
properly speaking, is the liturgy of every 
.Church, namely, — 

The Office of the Holy Communion. 

The title used in the rubric is, " The order 
of the Administration of the Lord's Supper, 
or Holy Communion. 99 Our Church has wisely 
selected from amongst the many appellations 
given to this sacrament in former ages, 
these two which are the most ancient and 
scriptural. This title of " the Lord's Supper" 
is that which most clearly distinguishes it 
from the idolatrous service of the Church of 
Rome, and is especially obnoxious to the 
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papists, because it destroys the notion of a 
propitiatory sacrifice, and their custom of 
private masses. We find this designation 
given to it in the apostles' times by Saint 
Paul himself: "When ye come together 
in one place, this is not to eat the Lord's 
Supper." — 1 Cor. xi. 20. This name is also 
frequently used by the ancient writers and 
fathers in the primitive Church. 86 The term 
" communion 99 is applied in scripture to this 
holy sacrament, " the cup of blessing which 
we bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ ?" This is likewise used in the 
same sense by the early Christian writers. 86 

25 By the author of the Exer. Casaub. in Bar. 

tract De Ccena Domini, a- 26 KoHwmy is the usual 

scribed to St. Cyprian; al- word to express the act of 

so by Chrysostom, who receiving this sacrament; 

makes the itimw xvpaxw the St. Chrysostom speaks of 

^kttotmco*, which all are to the oraf *V xomnuma those 

partake of — Homil. xxvii. who receive unworthily. 

in 1 Cor. ; and so does St. Basil says rrrapTw x«0- 

Theodoret. St. Augustine t0&op*$<* xoiv«raji«», we com- 

calls the Acceptationem municate four times a week. 

Eucharistice the Domi- Ep. 239. 
nicam Ccenam. Vid. xvi. 

l 3 
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The service of the earliest Christians be- 
gan with reading some lessons, or portions 
of scripture, as we learn from Justin Martyr, 
who says, " On the day which is called 
Sunday, all who live in the city or the 
country meet together, and the memoirs of 
the apostles, or the writings of the prophets, 
are read as long as circumstances permit."* 7 

As early, however, as the fourth century 
some of the eastern Churches prefixed 
psalms or anthems 88 to the lessons; 89 and 
early in the fifth century the custom had 



27 Kol tJ rw ipdau Xtyoptty 
IfMfx, vamn xor* w£\u$ $ 
'ctygouf jxif&Tftf W2 rd avrb 
awnXumt ymreu, xal rot 

'if r» ovyyfotiufjLaTcc, rwf irfoQn- 
rw wfotynwrxiTcu i**x$i *YX* m 
eu. — Apolog. 1 edit. Thirl- 
by, p. 97. Edit. Sylburg. 
1593. Apolog. ii. p. 77. 

28 The author of the 
writings ascribed to Dio- 
nysius the Areopagite, who- 
ever he was, lived in the 



fourth century, and he 
speaks of psalmody at the 
beginning of the service. — 
Dion. Areo. de Eccl. Hier. 
c. 3. torn. i. p. 283. Ed. 
Corderii Palmer's Orig. 
Liturg. Vol. ii. p. 19. 

29 By the lessons in the 
communion office we un- 
derstand the law, (that is, 
the portion of the xx. ch. of 
Exodus,) and the gospel and 
epistle. 
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extended into Africa. It is also certain that, 
from a period of great antiquity, some short 
prayers or collects were used before the 
lessons. We can trace the use of collects at 
least to the fourth century in the western, 
and probably they were used still earlier in 
the eastern Church ; and in the ancient 
liturgy of Gaul, a collect was repeated by 
the priest before the lesson from the old 
testament. * The collect for purity, there- 
fore, in our communion service, before the 
reading of the [ invariable old testament 
lesson from the twentieth chapter of Exodus, 
is in strict conformity with the primitive 
usage of the Gallican Church, from which 
the liturgy of the early British Church was 
derived. I do not assert positively that the 
identical collect was used in the Church of 
Gaul, although this is very probable, as it is 
found in a sacramentary ascribed to Alcuin, 
or, as he is sometimes called, Albinus Flac- 
cus, 31 tutor and friend to Charlemagne, 

30 Palmer's Origines Li- also vol. i. p. 159. 
turgicce. Vol. ii. p. 22 ; sl Temporibus Pipini et 
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about a. d. 770, before the Roman custom 
had by this emperor's authority superseded 
the old Gallican ritual. This collect there- 
fore is at least one thousand years old, and 
was used in the English Church in the tenth 



fiUi ejus Caroli Magni, 
Francorum Regum, claruit 
Flaccua Akninus, cui cog- 
nomentum Albinus fait. 
Natione hie erat Anglus, 
doctdt Carolum magnum, 
ac idem post ab eleemosynis 
etsanctioribus, conciliisfuit, 
etiam consilio ejus Carolus 
instituit Academiam Pari- 
sinam. Latine, Grsec&, 
Hebraic^ callebat; atque 
idem erat Rhetor, Philoso- 
phusMathematicus, etThe- 
ologus nobilis. — Voss. De 
Hist. lat. Lib. ii. c. 30. — 
Alcuintui of York, who was 
tutor to Charles the Great, 
and the first founder of the 
academy at Paris, and also 
the great glory of this city, 
(that is, York,) says, in his 
epistle to Charles the Great, 
give me such excellent 



and learned books of divi- 
nity as 1 have seen in my 
own country, collected by 
the pious industry of Eg- 
bert, archbishop. And if 
it seems good to your wis- 
dom, I will send some of 
your own servants, who may 
copy out of them such things 
as be necessary, and so 
transplant the flowers of 
Britain into France, that 
this garden may no longer 
be confined to York, but 
some thing of that paradise 
may be brought to Tours. 
Where, by the way, Alcuin 
died a. d. 780, and was 
buried in a small convent 
appended to the monastery 
of St. Martin. — Camden 
Brit. Vol. ii. p. 881. Art. 
Yorkshire* 
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century, as appears from the sacramentary 
of Leofric, bishop of Exeter. 32 

Although we cannot determine the time 
when the Lord's prayer was first used 
in this part of the English service, yet we 
know that the prayer itself has been used in 
the Christian Churches from the earliest 
times, not indeed in their more public ser- 
vices, when the unbaptized heathens and 
catechumens were invited to attend; but, 
after the lessons and sermon, when they were 
dismissed, and the more solemn and sacred 
mystery of the Lord's supper commenced, 
at which only the faithful were permitted to 
be present. " The Lord's prayer was looked 
on by the primitive Christians as peculiarly 
their own, and it could only with propriety 
be used by those who, by admission into the 
Church by the sacrament of baptism, were 
entitled to call God their Father. It was 
termed ' the prayer of the faithful/ and re- 
garded as the most sacred and precious of 
the prayers." w The original of our collect 

32 MS. Leofric, fol. 213. Litur. Volume ii. page. 26. 
Alcuin. Liber. Sacrament. M Palmer, Orig. Liturg. 
chap, i. ; Palmer's Orig. Vol. ii. p. 25. 
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for purity, as giren by Mr. Palmer from the 
sacramentary of Leofric, is as follows: — 

Deuscniomneeorpatet, Almighty (Sod, onto 

et omnia voluntas loquitur, whom aD hearts be open, 

et quern nullum latet ae- all deairea known, and from 

cretom; pnrificaper infii- whom no secrets are bid ; 

fionem Sancti Bpiritna co- cleanse the thoughts of our 

gitationes cordis nostri ; nt hearts bj the inspiration 

teperfectediligere,et digne of thy Holy Spirit, that we 

landare mereamur. Per may perfectly lore thee, and 

Christum Dominmn nos- worthily magnify thy holy 

tram. Amen.** name; through Christ our 

Lord* Amen. 

The practice of reading, in the Christian 
Church 9 portions of the old testament, comes 
to us from the custom of the Jews, recog- 
nised and practised by our Lord himself* 
We learn from Justin Martyr 38 and Tertul- 
lian that it had been adopted, and was the 
regular custom in the second century. 
Tertullian's words are these: "We are a 
body united by community of religion, a 

94 MS. Sacramentary, " Luke iv. 16, &c. 

Leof. fol.213. AlcuinLib. * See Note 27, p. 114, 

Sacrament, c. u Missak c. iii. 
SarUb. fol. 71. 
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unity of discipline and of hope. In our 
assemblies we meet before God as though 
we would besiege him with our united sup- 
plications. We meet to read the scriptures, 
to deliver exhortations, and to pronounce the 
divine censures." 37 And in another place 
he seems to say that the lesson from the 



11 The remainder of the 
passage is fall of interest, 
as conveying a delightful 
idea of the character of the 
early Christian Church. He 
says, " In these assemblies 
also we exhort, reprove, 
and pass the divine cen- 
sures, cutting off from com- 
munion in prayer and in 
every ' holy intercourse, 
those who have been guilty 
of any flagrant offence ; for 
the matters are judged with 
deep solemnity, as in the 
very presence of God ; the 
presbyters who preside are 
men of tried piety, having 
obtained the dignity, not 
by purchase, but by acknow- 
ledged merit. If any col- 



lection is made at our meet- 
ings, it is given freely, ei- 
ther monthly, or when each 
one pleases, in what manner 
he pleases, or as he can, for 
no one is compelled, but 
gives of his own accord. 
These contributions we re- 
gard as a sacred deposit ; 
not to be spent in feasting 
and revelling, but in main- 
taining or burying the poor, 
and relieving the distress of 
the orphan, the aged, or the 
ship-wrecked seaman. A 
portion is also appropriated 
to the use of those who are 
suffering in the cause of 
religion." — TertuL Apolg. 
chap. 39. 
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old testament was followed by the reading 
of the gospel and epistle. 88 Chrysostom 
speaks of the prophets and apostles being 
read. 39 And St. Augustine tells us that the 
lesson from the prophets preceded the epis- 
tles in the African Church. 40 And in the 
Gallican Church, the epistle and gospel 
always followed a lesson from the law, or 
old testament. 

The reading of the gospel and epistles in 
the communion service, in the order in 
which they stand in the English liturgy, is 
a practice of great antiquity; for in the 
council of Valentia, held a.d. 1520, it was 
decreed that " in that part of the commu- 
nion service at which the catechumens are 



s * Legem et Prophetas 
cum Evangelicis et Aposto- 
licis litteris miscet, et inde 
potat fidem : earn aqua sig- 
nat, sancto spiritu vestit, 
eucharistia pascit, martyr- 
ium exhortatur, et ita ad- 
versus hanc institutionem 
neminem recipit. — Tertul. 



De Prescript. H&retic. 
cap. 36, p. 245. Ed, Ri- 
galt. 1641. 

39 Chrys. Homili. De 
David et Saul ii. 

40 August. Sermo. xlvii. 
p. 268. Ed. Benedict. See 
Palmer's Orig. Liturgicce, 
Vol. ii. p. 28. 
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allowed to be present, before the offertory, 
the gospels be read after the epistle, accord- 
ing to the received order." 41 That this 
received order had prevailed for a very long 
time in the Church, is evident from the 
feet that this provincial council or synod 
only professed to " gather together ancient 
canons." 43 

The use of collects in the Christian 
Church has been shewn to be of very 
ancient date ; we can also produce, from the 
primitive liturgies, the Latin or Greek ori- 
ginals of most of those appointed in our 
liturgy as proper for each Sunday or holy 
day throughout the year. In a work of this 
limited extent, a few examples must suffice. 
On the subject of the collects, Dr. Nicholls 
writes as follows: " Great clamours have 
been raised against our common-prayer 
book, and particularly the collects, by the 

41 Censuimus observan- post Apostoluip legantur. 

dum, lit sacrosancta Evan- Coneil. VaL can. i. 
gelia ante Munerum illatio- ** Antiqnos Canones re- 

nem in Missa Catechumen- legere. — Coneil. Vakntia, 
ormm, in ordine lectionum, 
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adversaries thereof, upon account (as they 
give out) that it was taken out of the mass- 
book. But if this were true, as they pre- 
tend, it were no good objection as to die 
unexceptionable parts of the Roman service. 
For certainly, popery, bad as it is, did, in 
the worst times thereof, retain something of 
genuine antiquity; and which ought not 
entirely to be abandoned barely for the 
Roman Church using it even in its most 
corrupt state ; for, if this reason hold, we 
must lay aside the creed, the Lord's prayer, 
the psalms, the gospels, and the apostolic 
epistles, which no man in his sober senses 
will allow to be a just reason for so doing. 
Nor is the case of the collects much dif- 
ferent ; for, suppose that most of the collects 
are found in the mass-book ; after all the 
compilers of that book did not make these 
collects which we have received into our 
liturgy. We have undoubted authority 
that they were composed several hundred 
years before the present mass-book had a 
being ; for to set the rise of them at the 
latest date, they are at least eleven (twelve) 
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hundred years old; they being placed in 
the office by St. Gregory the Great about 
the year of Christ 590." " He being but 
the compifator, or gatherer of them from the 
older liturgies, and not the composer." 43 He 
then- gives the originals of forty-nine of the 
collects taken from this primitive liturgy, 
or sacramentary of Gregory. Mr. Palmer, 
in his valuable work, 44 has also given the 
originals, and traced most of our collects to 
the sacramentary of Gregory, some to the 
sacramentary of Gelasius so early as a.d.494, 
and others even to that of Leo the Great, to 
which the date of the early part of the fifth 
century must be assigned ; a few are also 
traced to the primitive ritual of the Crallican 
Church, which was in use before the Roman 
office was introduced by the Emperor 
Charlemagne. 

"SeeNichoUf Comment. "Palmer's Oriy. Litur. 
on the Com.-Prayer. Vol. i. chap. 3* 
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Five-and-twentieth Sunday after Trinity. 

THE COLLECT. 



Stir up, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, the wills of thy 
faithful people ; that they 
ptenteously bringing forth 
the fruit of good works, may 
of thee be plenteously re- 
warded ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Excita, quaesumus Do- 
mine, tuorum fidelium vo- 
luntates ; ut divini operia 
fructum propensius exe- 
quentes, pietatis tuae reme- 
dia majora percipianU Per 
Dominum. 45 



The Third Sunday after Easter. 



THE COLLECT, 



Almighty God, who shew- 
est to them that be in error 
the light of thy truth, to 
the intent that they may 
return into the way of right- 
eousness ; Grant unto all 
them that are admitted in- 
to the fellowship of Christ's 
religion, that they may es- 
chew those things that are 
contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as 
are agreeable to the same ; 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

44 Greg. JSacram. Held. 
21,postPentecosten. 



Deus, qui errantibus, ui 
in viampossint redire justi- 
tiae, veritatis tuae lumen 
ostendis; da cunctis qui 
Christiana professione cen- 
sentur, et ilia respuere, quae 
hinc inimica sunt nomini, 
et ea quae sunt apta sectaru 
Per Dominum. 4 * 



46 Missal. Sar. fol. xci. 
Dominica tertiapost Pascha. 
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The- Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

THE COLLECT. 



Excite, quaesumus, Do* 
mine potentiam tuam et 
veni, et magna nobis virtute 
succurre; ut per auxflium 
gratia? tu» quod nostra 
peccata pnepediunt, indul- 
gentia tuae propitiationis 
acceleret. Qui vivis et refp- 
nas com Deo Patre. 47 



O Lord, raise up, we pray 
thee^thy power and come 
among us, and with great 
might succour us; that 
whereas, through our sins 
and wickedness, we are sore 
let and hindered in running 
the nice that is set before 
us, thy bountiful grace and 
mercy may speedily help 
and deliver us; through 
the satisfaction of thy Son 
our Lord* to whom with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 



Having given the three preceding ex- 
amples, I would only observe, in order to 
convey an idea of the primitive character of 



Leon. Sacrum. Muratori. 
LHwrg* Ram* tom.i. p. 301 ; 
GelasH Sacr. ibid. torn. i. 
p. 584; Gregorii Liber 
Sacrament. Menard, p. 89 ; 
MS. Leofir. fol. 124.— See 
Palmer, vol. i. p. 337. 
49 Missal. Sarum. Dom. 



Adventus 4, fol. xv. ; MS. 
Leofr. fol. 153 ; Sacr. Ge- 
lasii, Murai. torn. i. p. 680; 
Sacr. Gregorii, Menard. 
p. 201 ; Ambrosii, Pamel. 
torn. i. p. 445 ; Palmer, 
yoI. i. p. 318. 

m 3 
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the collects used in the English liturgy, 
that out of the whole number, fifty-seven 
of them can be traced to early rituals of the 
Christian Churches, and most of these have 
been used in the Church of England for 
more than twelve hundred years. 

The creed, or symbol of the Christian 
faith, appears to have been confined, in the 
earliest ages of the Church, to a simple con- 
fession of belief in the trinity ; into which 
faith the person was baptised " in the name 
of the Father 9 and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ;" but as heresies arose in the Church, 
and errors were propagated by the heretics 
respecting the several persons in the triune 
Godhead, the creed was, from time to time, 
amplified to meet and condemn each par- 
ticular error. 

There appears no good reason to believe 
that the apostles drew up any form which 
has come down to us ; that which we call 
the apostles' creed embodies the apostles 9 
faith indeed, but we cannot prove that we 
have it in their very words. The account 
which Ruffinus gives of the composition of 
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this creed by the apostles before they left 
Jerusalem, is very improbable r 48 however it 
cannot be denied that the apostles all taught 
the articles therein contained after one and 
the same manner. 

The creed appointed by our Church to be 
used in this place is commonly called the 
Nicene, because it was for the most part 
drawn up and agreed upon by that council; 49 
the latter part, however, was added by the 
council of Constantinople, a.d. 383; and 
from this circumstance it is sometimes called 
the Constantinopolitan creed. It was used 
in the communion service of the Christian 



49 Ruffinus i in Expos. 
Symboli. 

49 Alius, a priest of Alex- 
andria, about the year 320, 
haying broached some he- 
retical notions concerning 
the divinity of our Lord, 
was called to account for 
them by his bishop, Alex- 
ander. Arius, persisting in 
his errors, was excommuni- 
cated. Some of the east- 



ern bishops, however, es- 
poused his cause ; the chief 
of whom was Eusebius, bi- 
shop of Nicomedia. The 
Emperor Constantine as- 
sembled a general council 
at Nice, a city of Bithynia 
who condemned the heresy, 
and, to prevent errors of the 
like nature in future, drew 
up this creed or confession 
of faith. 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 



THE THUB CHARACTER O* 



Churches in the east so early aa a. b. 339* as 
Bishop Sparrow asserts in his " Rationale of 
Common-Prayer;"* although Mr. Palmer 
thinks it was not so used till about a. a. 471." 
It is, however, certain that St. Cyril* bishop 
of Jerusalem, about the year 350, shews it 
to have been at that time used as a standard 
of faith in that Church. 88 It was very early 
established in the Churches of Spain and 
Gaul, and continued down to our times ; * 
and it appears to have been used in the 
English Church communion service in very 
early times. It is found in the ancient 
liturgies of Sarum, York, and Hereford ; M 
and in the same position which it still 
occupies in ours. 



"Rationale Com.-Pray- 
tr 9 in loc. Ed. duodecem. 
■ine tit. p. 24*. 

n Pak*et>sOrig.Ut.Vol. 
ii# p. 54. 

M See Bishop BuWs Ju- 
dicum Ecclesice Catholic* 
de Necessitate Credendi. 
Cap. vi. Opera Buffi ed. 
Grabe,Lond. 1721, p% 324. 



»///. Council Toledo, 
held in the pear 589.— Ca- 
non. 2. 

54 Miss. Sarunu fill. ii. 
37; Mies. Ehor. Orde 
Mtssa Fes*Pentecos. Miss. 
Hereford. Dom. 1. Ad~ 
ventns.— See Palmer's Orig* 
Lit. Vol. iLp, 56. 
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Church of England. 
I believe in one God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
And inoneLord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of 
God, Begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, Very 
God of very God, Begotten, 
not made, Being of one sub- 
stance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made : 
Who for us men, and for our 
salvation came down from 
heaven, And was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the 
Virgin Mary, And was made 
man, And was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
And the third day he rose 
again according to the Scrip- 
tores, And ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father. 
Andhe shall come again with 
glory to judge both the quick 
and the dead: Whose king- 
dom shall have no end. 



ConstantinopoUtan. 

voyToxpaTopa, «wtirV ovfcafw 
xai yfo vinm oparui « xol 
aopoTw, xal dg rot hat Kt/pK* 
'Inarovt XpWTof, t«p vup tov 
©sou, top /Aoyoyijjn}, **» IX TOV 
IlaTpo? ytmQtrr* ffpo x&rrm 
rob cdvtw, ©wj> ix ©iov, Que 
ix $urk 9 ©iw ak&txv ix ©iov 
e&Xn&wv, ytrnfiertn oy aW&ro, 
opoofotoi rf Harp], &* oj to 
WoWa 2y»tro. to» 5*' ij/*oV 
tods owOpwrovj xai Jwi rrp ifAt- 
Tfpa* owup&w xpyrsXGoVra tx tw* 
ovpavw*, xa< o-apxft&'vra IxITm©*- 
jt*aToj 'Ay.fev xai Ma^ta* t% 
srapQeww, xa2 tJWM^jftwr^flaTa, 
aravp«0£Vra *n wnp y^/utwy Iv*IIo»- 
tJov ILXarov, xa< waSoVra, xat 
anaar&na, tSj TftTw ^ppa xata 
toj y$A$a$, xa< a»EX6v6ra i*j tovj 
oupax>t$, xa< xafofojACiw Ix iff *«* 
top IlaTpoj, xa* wa**» ip^o/A«w 
xpuat f wrraj xai nxoafc* ou t?c 
/Sao-*A.i»a$ oix ioto* tiW xa) 
ifc rellyiu/ua To"AyKW,T0 Ktfpiop, 
to (wroifr, to* Ix tov narpo; 
IxffDf evo/A«w, to ait IlaTfl xa* 
YJ$? ovpirpoxuntipaov xa) avt- 
Jo{a%t«w, t& *aA?o*a» i*ii tw 
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And I believe in the Holy 
Gbo*> The Lowlwd Giver 
of-Kft, Who jnroceedeth from 
the Fatfcerand4iieSon,Who 
with tie Father and the Son 
together k worshipped and 
andglorifled * Who spake by 
the Prophet*; And I. be- 
lieve oneCatholfe and Apo*- 
te&cCfcnreh. Iaoknowtedgt 
one BaptitB' fbr-tbe- remis** 
rfonof sins. And I look for 
the resurrection oflthe dead; 
and the life of the world to 
oouie. Ames* 

55 It appear* that the 
creed drawn up by the 
Nieene council ended with 
the words %a) ifc rl Tlnvpa, t& 
"Ayiw, and in Me //<% (7 Aos* 
— and' that the remainder 
was added by the IT. Coun- 
cil of Constantinople, a. ©. 
JWv Bishopr Bull; How*, 
ever; cites an ancient creed 
of the Church of Jerusalem* 
need by. Stt Cyril; bishop 
oft that church,, about a\ d. 
350, iff his catechetical dis* 
courses, , in. which, the latter 






clauses are found* Dr. 
Wall thinks they were in* 
serted by Cyril in his latter 
years, as he did* not die till 
a.d. 386. The learned 
Grabe, however, is of an- 
other opinion, and thinks 
that the Jerusalem, and se- 
veral other eastern creeds* 
contained: these clause* be* 
fore the time of the Con- 
stantinopoBtan oouneUt See 
BuUi Opera. Ea\ Grub*, 
Jua\ Ecckshe. cap. vi. p. 
324. AnnoU S» £. Grabe. 
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It was the practice in the primitive 
Churches (for Ihe sermon to follow after the 
epistle, gospel, and confession of faith ; this 
practice the Church of England retains; 
and the Church of Rome also for some 
hundred years past has resumed it, although 
for many centuries it was almost entirely 
laid aside in her communion. Preaching 
is thus enjoined on the bishops and pres- 
byters by the apostolic canons : "After the 
reading of the law, the prophets, and the 
epistles <>f the apostles, let the ordained 
bishop (or presbyter) salute die Church, 
saying, < The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God the Father, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all ;' and then let all the people answer, 
* And with thy spirit/ Then let him speak 

There is -also one expres- have been introduced to 

don which the western meet the heresy. of some 

church added to this creed of the Greek writers, who 

tome time in the fifth cen- denied the procession from 

turj; namely, Filioque, in the Son ; this addition was 

the clause, " who proceed- the cause of a considerable 

*th from the Father and schism between the. Latin 

the -Son" which seems, to and Greet Churches. 
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an exhortatory discourse to the people." 4 * 
The custom of making oblations at the 
time of the communion is clearly derived 
from the apostolic times, as appears from 
i. Cor. xvi. 2 : — " On the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in 
(common) store as God has prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come." 
That this custom also continued in the se- 
cond century, we have the testimony of Jus- 
tin Martyr, who says, " Those who are in 
good circumstances and willing to contri- 
bute, each one according to his own pleasure 
gives what he likes ; and what is so collected 
is deposited with the presiding presbyter, 
and with this he assists the orphans and 
widows, the sick, or those in any way dis- 
tressed, those who are in prison, or strangers 
travelling, and, in a word, he is the guardian 
of all who are in need. 57 Cyprian severely 

" Const,Apos,Jjib.ivc.5. tl*\ to7$ 31* *°m § % aAAw 

11 Ol tYTtofOvvrtf it xal /SouXo- atria* X&tftytnw;, xal toZj b 

fjnm, xaia wpcuQ&jtv ixaarog Surpoiq own, xal toTj vof ew«- 

-ny» lavrov o fiwXrrou iduto-i. xal A^uaif ota% %(*ois 9 xal aVXSj 

to cvXXpy^/uf»» ira^a r$ w^ww- wSo-i to?; b X£ l ty °^ at **A/*» 1 ' 

tSt* cwwrfOpra*, xal aMs hn- ylvtrcu. — Jus. Martyr, Apok 

nm>p7 oflavoTf n xal xfo^t "• Ed.Sylburg.l593.p.77. 
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reprehends a rich widow for a neglect of 
this pious custom: — " Thou art rich and 
wealthy, and dost thou think to celebrate 
the Lord's day aright and yet neglectest en- 
tirely the oblation ? ,,fi8 So also St. Ambrose, 
" All Christians ought to offer and commu- 
nicate every Lord's day/' 69 Out of these 
offerings, which were not always in money, 
but in bread, wine, corn, &c, as much bread 
and wine were taken as served for the cele- 
bration of the Lord's supper, as appears 



58 Locuples et dives es, 
et Dominicum celebrare te 
credis, quae corbonam om- 
nius non respicis. Cyprian, 
de Opere et Eleemosynis, 
Ed. Pamel. Colon. 1616. 
p. 180. 

59 Omnes Christiani omni 
Dominica* debent offere et 
communicare. Ambrose Ser. 
34. 

[These offerings were cal- 
led by the writers of the 
Apostolic Constitutions vpi- 
Qipt), oblations ; by the Sy- 
nod of Gangra, xoqmQ*fieu 
wKKrmao*tixa,} } the produce of 



the Church; by other Greek 
writers t« &$«, the gifts ; by 
some t« iyi% $2{* f the holy 
gifts. In primitive times 
they were very considerable. 
It is most desirable that the 
oblations of the rich com- 
municants in the Church of 
England should in the pre- 
sent day be increased, by 
which a fund would be pro- 
vided in the hands of the 
clergyman for some of the 
wants of the poor members 
of our Church, which the 
present poor law system 
does not relieve.] 

K 
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from what Cyprian says to the rich widow 
before mentioned. " Do you communicate of 
that which a poor person has offered?"* 
Although the practice of giving oblations 
was common to the whole Catholic Church, 
yet the time of presenting them differed : in 
the eastern Church they were brought before 
the liturgy, while in the western they were 
presented immediately after the catechumens 
were dismissed, and before the more solemn 
part of the service began. In the Churches 
of Gaul, Spain, Rome, Milan, and England, 
the offerings were made during the liturgy. 
We find from Augustine's letter to Gregory, 
a. d. 601, that the custom prevailed in 
Britain at his first coming, and we cannot 
but conclude that the practice had existed 
in the British, as well a& other western 
Churches, from the first establishment of 
that Church by St. Paul. 

The reading of the sentences during the 
time the offerings are being collected is 
agreeable to primitive usage; a psalm or 
anthem was sung during that time. 

fl An tu quod pauper obtulit sumis ? Cyprian ut super. 
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Although we cannot trace all the expres- 
sions of our confession to the earliest primi- 
tive rituals, yet we find in them examples 
of confessions not materially unlike our own. 
The position of the confession in our service 
is more consistent with the custom of the 
primitive Roman Church than that which it 
occupies in the present Roman missal. The 
following extract from the ancient liturgies 
of the English Church will shew the source 
from whence our " absolution" is derived. 

Almighty God, &c. have Misereatur vestri orani- 

mercy upon you; pardon potens Deus, et dimittat 

and deliver you from all vobis omnia peccata vestra : 

your sins; .confirm and liberet vos ab omni malo, 

strengthen you in all good- conservet et confirmet in 

ness ; and bring you to bono, et ad vitam perducat 

everlasting life ; through aeternam. 61 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

We learn from Justin Martyr, and other 
early writers, that, in the primitive Church, 
after the salutation of peace had been given, 
the whole congregation joined with the priest 

61 Missal. Sarum, fol. 51. Prcepar. ad Missam. 
Miss. Ebor. et Hereford. 
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in common prayer* for the universal peace 
and welfare of the Church, and other bless- 
ings for kings and all in authority, for the 
sick and distressed, and, in short, for all in 
need or any other adversity. After which 
followed, in the eastern Church, the apos- 
tolic benediction, and the response. 83 



. . . un fAtT^ vamn vpm. 



Priest. — The grace of 
our Lord, &c. be with you 
all. 

Peop. And with thy spirit. 

Priest. Lift up your hearts. 

Peop. We lift them up 
unto the Lord. 

Priest. Let us give thanks 
unto the Lord. 

People. It is meet and 
right. 

The priest then offered a thanksgiving, 
corresponding to the prefaces in our service, 
and ending with the seraphic hymn. Mr. 



Ym\ f*Mr» tov Unvpartf aov. 
"Ajw o^u/ao to$ xof&iaq. 
"Exojju* vps TOT Xt/gW. 

*A|mv xal Hkmop mt». m 



62 Justin Martyr calls 
this prayer iwhAj *vx*s. — 
Apol. ii. p. 76. Ed. supra. 

68 Cypriani, de Oratione 
Dominica, Ed. Colon. 1616, 
p. 180. See also Dr. Cave's 



Primitive Christianity, 4th 
Ed. p. 348. 

64 Liturgia BasiUi,Goar, 
Ritu. Grcec. p. 165. See 
Palmer, Orig. Litur. Vol. 
ii. p. 113. 
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Palmer proves that this hymn has been uni- 
versally used in the primitive Christian 
liturgies from the very earliest period, and 
it is most highly probable that the apostles 
themselves introduced it into all the Churches. 
In the sacramentary of Gregory, and of 
some of the eastern Churches, at a later 
.period, the words of the multitude on our 
Lord's public entry into Jerusalem, were 
added to this hymn ; but the revisors of our 
liturgy have only retained the more ancient 
form, and the Church of England in this 
point agrees with the primitive Church of 
Antioch. 

England. Antioch. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord *A«yio$, aywj, ayto$ Kt/^*e; 

God of Hosts, heaven and ZafiowO. w\ypi$ owfeaogxeu } 

earth are full of thy Glory : y? *% Jofw avrov. tvXoyrrrU 

Glory be to thee, O Lord tig robs cuwat. 'A/^*. 65 
most high. Amen. 

The prefaces in the English service are 

65 Liturgia Basilii, Goar, See Palmer, Vol. ii. p. 1 28. 

Rituale Grcec. p. 166. AlsoNicholls' Chm.-Prayer*, 

Chrysostom, ibid. p. 76. in loc. note f. 

v N 3 
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also very ancient; most of them can be 
traced to the time of Gelasius, a.d. 494. 

On the prayer of consecration, Dr.Nicholls 
has these valuable observations : " The wis- 
dom of our Reformers, in drawing up the 
communion service, is very remarkable; they 
keeping from all extremes of contending 
parties, and adhering to the ancient practice 
of the Church. Although the act of hallowing 
the elements is in scripture language called 
" blessing," 66 and «' giving of thanks/' 67 but 
since these expressions had not for many 
ages obtained in the Church and were gene- 
rally applied to signify other things, they 
thought fit to retain the word consecration, it 
being anciently use$l. And on the other side 
they avoid every other word of antiquity 
which had been and might again be per- 
verted to a wrong meaning; such as mutation, 
conversion, transformation, and the Greek 
words not unlike these, fi€rafio\)) 9 ^Twiroi^fni, 
iX€Ta<TToix*l>(*><rt>$i &c. And so again, whereas 

M 'EuXoyia, Matt. xxvi. 26, 67 'EvxaparU, Matt. xxti. 
Mark xiv. 2; i. Corinthians 27 ; Luke xxii. 19 ; i. Cor. 
x. 16. * xi. 24. 
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there was a contention, what it was that made 
the change in the elements, whether, as the 
Roman Church would have it, the bare pro- 
nouncing of the words ' tMs is my body, 9 or 
whether, as some Protestants say, only the 
prayer to God to sanctify them for a spiritual 
use ; our Church has ordered both a prayer 
to God and also the words of institution to 
be repeated. And for both these she has the 
practice of the ancient Church on her side." 
That the elements were consecrated by 
prayer, and not only by the bare repeating 
the institution words, we have the testimony 
of Justin Martyr, who says that the bread 
was " made the eucharist by prayer j" 88 and 
also of Origin, " we eat the bread which is 
offered, being made a body by prayer ;"* 
and of St. Ambrose, "when we eat the 
sacrament, which by the mystery of prayer 
is transfigured into Christ's body." 70 Which 

w, Eux«^*<rd3w*3«lw^. Jus. 70 Quotiescunque sacra- 

Martyr, Apol. ii. menta suraimus, quae per 

99 ngoc*yo/*iiiovf ifrof wd*b- sacra orationis in carnem 

pa ovfxcc yKfOfxtfovq $m rvp transfigurantur. Ambros, 

ivxip. Origin Cont. CeL defide. 
lib. 8. 
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passages, and many others in ancient writers 
of the like kind, shew that the real (sacra- 
mental) presence of Christ's body and blood 
was chiefly owingto the prayerof the Church. 
But besides the prayer, there were added, in 
the primitive Church, the words of the in- 
stitution of this sacrament, as is clear from 
the Apostolical Constitutions, 71 where not only 
the words of the institution, but the conse- 
cration prayer, are expressed almost exactly as 
ours are. The words of the institution are 
recited also in the liturgies of St. James, St. 
Mark, Chrysostom, and Basil. St. Ambrose, 
in answer to the question, "By whose words 
is the consecration made ?" says, " By the 
words and speech of Jesus Christ." By 
which, and many other passages of antiquity, 
is to be understood all the evangelical his- 
tory of the institution, accompanied with the 
prayers of the Church, and not only the 
words, "this is my body," as the papists 
pretend. 

It is likewise further to be observed, that 
our Church has avoided here the custom 

71 Apost. Con. Lib. viii. c. 12. 
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which has prevailed in the Romish Church, 
which, contrary to all ancient practice, has* 
enjoined the pronouncing the institution 
with a low voice, which is not to be heard of 
the people; for all the ancient liturgies 
order it to be said itafrnvvs — with a loud 
voice. After the delivery of the bread and 
wine severally into the hands of the com- 
municants, with the words " the body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ preserve thy soul," 72 it 
was customary to return thanks to God, and 
implore his blessing for the future, as is now 
done in the Church of England. 

For the practice of singing an hymn after 
communion, we have the example of our Lord 
himself, who, with his disciples, sang an 
hymn after partaking of the last supper. 
The hymn used in the English Church, 
" Gloria in excelsis," is found in an ancient 
liturgy used by the Irish Monks of Lux- 
ovium, 73 in Gaul, where it occupies the same 
position as in our liturgy. This hymn 

73 Johannes Draconus in 78 The Monastery of Lux- 
Vita Gregorii, Lib. ii. ovium(modernLuxeuil)was 
Palmer, Vol. ii. p. 153. founded by St. Columbanus. 
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has been ascribed to several different 
authors; some have supposed Telesphorus, 
bishop of Rome, a.d. 150, to have been the 
author; others Hilary, of Poictiers; Cardinal 
Bona says the author is uncertain. 74 It 
was used in the eastern Church so early 
as the beginning of the fourth century, 75 and 
the Church of England has used it for more 
than twelve hundred years. 

After the hymn the congregation were 
dismissed with a blessing pronounced by the 
bishop or presiding presbyter. 

Enough has been said to prove the primi- 
tive and scriptural character of the com- 
munion service of the Church of England ; 
we now proceed, more briefly, to notice the 



74 Prima hujus Hymni 
verba Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
et in terra pax hominibus 
bonce voluntatis, e coelo ad 
nos angelorum voce deri- 
vata sunt : caetera quis ad- 
diderit,mcertumest. Bona, 
Rerum Liturg. Lib. ii. c. 4. 
sec. 4. Ed. Rome 1671, 
p. 309. 



75 Aihanasius lib. de Vir- 
ginetate, Tom, ii. No. 20. 
p. 122. Ed. Benedict.; Pal- 
mer, Vol. ii. p. 158. Mr. 
Palmer gives the Greek 
original of this hymn from 
the Alexandrian MS. co- 
pied by Dr. Smith, Account 
of the Greek Church, fyc. 
p. 295. — See Palmer, as 
above. 
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office for the sacrament of baptism, the 
morning and evening prayer, and the litany; 
referring the reader for fuller information to 
Mr. Palmer's most valuable treatise, and 
Bingham's " Antiquities of the Christian 
Church: 9 

The office for " the ministration of public 
baptism of infants " n was drawn up in close 
conformity to primitive usage, as it respects 
essential forms and orderly arrangements, 
while some things, which obtained in the 
early Church, but which had been abused, 
and which had a tendency to foster super- 
stition, were rejected: but as it would enlarge 
this work, and increase the price beyond the 
original intention, to enter into a particular 
examination of it, I must content myself 
with noticing a few of the principal points 
in which its primitive character appears. 

76 In conformity with St. of the Church from the time 

Paul's declaration that the of the apostles. Origin 

children of a believing pa- says, " This practice the 

rent " are holy" (1 Cor. Church received as a tra- 

vii. 14,) the baptism of in- dition from the apostles." 

fonts has been the custom Orig. Homil. in Rom. vi. 
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First, The Renunciation. It was the uni- 
versal custom in the primitive Church, as 
we learn from Tertullian 77 and others, that 
the person to be baptised (or the sponsors in 
the case of an infant) should renounce the 
devil and all his works before he was ad r 
mitted to receive the baptismal sacrament : 
the form was not always the same in all 
Churches, though varying but little. That 
most commonly used as directed by the 
Apostolical Constitutions was as follows : 

All that were to be baptised were brought 
to the font, and standing with their faces 
towards the west, which symbolically repre- 
sented the prince of darkness, whom they 
were to renounce, they were to stretch out 
their hands, as it were in defiance of him ; 
and then the Bishop asked each of them, 
" Dost thou renounce the devil and all his 

77 Aquamadituri, ibidem, Lutet. 1641. Saeculo re- 

sed et aliquanto prius in nunciaveramus, cum bap- 

ecclesia sub antistitis manu tizati sumus. — Cyprian. 

contestamur nos renuntiare Epist. adRogationum. Epis. 

diabolo, et pomps et angelis vii. p. 14. Ed. Pamel. Colon, 

ejus. Tertul. de Corona, 1616. 
c. iii. p. 121. Ed. Rigalt 
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works, powers, and service ?" to which they 
answered, " I do renounce them/' " Dost 
thou renounce the world and all its poinps 
and vanities ?" Ans. " I do renounce them." 
Next followed a confession of faith; the 
person turning to the east, the Bishop said, 
"Dost thou believe in God the Father 
Almighty?" &c. Ans. "I do believe." Mr. 
Palmer gives the form of renunciation from 
the primitive Gallican ritual as follows : 

English. Gallican. 

Dost thou in the name Abrenunciassatanae,pom- 

of this child renounce the pis seculi, et voluptatibus 

devil and all his works ? ejus ? 

Answer. I renounce them Responsio. Abrenuncio. 71 
all. 

In the Church of Gaul, as well as in other 
of the western Churches, the profession of 
faith was made in the way of question and 
answer, as in the Church of England at 
present, which appears from the G alii can ritual 
cited above, and other ancient liturgies of 
the western Church. In the eastern Church 

7 * Mabittion, de Litwg. Orig. Lit. Yol. ii. p. 178. 
Gall p. 364.— See Palmer 
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the Constantinopolitan creed was repeated 
after the priest. 79 

As it regards the form of words for ad* 
ministering this sacrament, the Church of 
England uses that which our Lord appoints, 
and which has ever heen used by the 
Christian Church, " I baptise thee in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost/' 

The office of morning prayer, according to 
the Church of England, is a judicious 
selection from her ancient services of matins, 
lauds, and prime, as the evening prayer is 
of the service for vespers and compline, 
with several additions from the ancient 
Churches of Egypt, Gaul, and Spain, as 
shewn at large by Mr. Palmer, to whose 
valuable work the reader is referred for 
fuller information. 

From all that has been advanced we can 
have no hesitation in reasserting that the 
Church of England is not indebted to Rome 
for her religion, her orders, or her liturgy. 

79 See Palmer's Orig. Lit. Vol, ii. p. 181. 
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Apostolical in her foundation, she is in- 
dependent of any foreign bishop. By the 
apostolical succession of her clergy, and the 
primitive character of her liturgy, she stands 
distinguished from the modern sectarian; 
and, by the purity of her doctrine, from the 
unscriplural and antichristian Church of 
Rome. When not viewed through the mist 
of ignorance or prejudice she is seen to be 
" the pillar and ground of the truth, founded 
on the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone." And 
she commends herself to the affections of 
her intelligent children as the Holy Catholic 
Church of Christ in England. CatkoUc, 
not in the arbitrary meaning which the 
papist would give to the word, but in the 
primitive sense, as holding that pure and 
holy faith confessed by all the faithful in 
every age. At present she is indeed a church 
militant, her enemies are many and power- 
fully arrayed against her, but we believe 
that "the Lord of Hosts is with her, the God 
of Jacob is her refuge ;" let her children be 
faithful to the trust committed to them by 
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their forefathers, who in their day were 
faithful unto death, and by the blessing of 
our God we shall yet see her shining forth, 
" bright as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners." 

As it is no small privilege to belong to 
this Church, so it is no trifling sin to sepa- 
rate from her communion, in which, to use 
the language of a writer of the second 
century, "divine truth is placed as in its own 
temple, that if any one desires to drink the 
water of life, he may not be carried to the 
broken cistern which hath no ever-flowing 
spring, but refresh himself at the never- 
failing fountain of God;"* and, surely, it is 
no light sin to join the " multitude of sects 
and heresies which rend the harmony of the 
holy body of Christ."* 1 Neither are those 
altogether free from guilt, who, through 

w In suo proprio domi- c. 30. ; De H&resis, Tom. 

cilio collocanda ; ut si quia i. p. 352. Ed. Dufresnoy. 
aquam vitae cupiet haurire, 81 Plurimae sects' et 

non ad detritos lacus defer- haereses haberent existere, 

atur, qui non habent venam, quae concordiam sancti cor- 

sed uberrimum Dei noverit poris rumperent. Id. Ibid. 
fontem. Lactantius, lib. iv. 
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a false idea of Christian charity, do by 
their unfaithfulness sanction in others the 
,sin of schism. Let them rather "mark 
those who cause divisions and avoid them." 
If some few things in the service of the 
Church appear at first sight contrary to 
what* they think to be the truth, Christian 
humility would teach them to distrust their 
own ignorance rather than to condemn the 
wisdom and piety of men who sealed their 
testimony with their blood ; let them seek 
more information on the points at which 
they are offended, let them be more willing 
to learn than desirous to teach, and, above 
all, let them seek to attain to that mqpsure 
of faith which in former times infused into 
our liturgy and offices a spirit and a vitality 
almost lost in the present day. May the 
Lord make us as a nation sensible of our 
peculiar and rich blessings in having his 
apostolical Church established in our land, 
and may we who are his vessels (earthen 
vessels, it is true, but still his vessels chosen 
to minister in holy things) fearlessly protest 
against all that is opposed to his revealed 

o 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 THE TRUE CHARACTER, &C. 

will, and then, though the adversary of our 
Church shout, " down with her, down with 
her even to the ground/' though the infidel, 
the papist, and sectarian conspire together 
to overthrow her, we may confidently ex- 
pect that of them our God will say, "Associate 
yourselves, oh ye people, and ye shall be 
broken in pieces ; gird yourselves, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces ; gird yourselves, 
andye shall be broken in pieces; take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought ; speak 
the word, and it shall not stand, for God is 
with us. ,,ag 

82 Isaiah, viii. 9, 10. 
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"I believe my own Church to be an integral portion of 
Christ's Holy Catholic Church, and I consider and call 
myself a " Catholic Priest;" I believe, moreover, every 
one who is not a member of Christ's Catholic Church to 
be an heretic. Consequently, I cannot conscientiously 
give the name of the Catholic Church to that portion of 
the Christian world, the centre of whose faith is Rome ; 
not only because your Church claims that appellation 
and all its legitimate consequences exclusively, but 
because I sincerely believe that it is no part or portion 
of Christ's Catholic Church, whatever it may have been 
heretofore." — Dr. Whittaker*8 Letter to Dr. Wiseman, p. 9, 

My own sentiments perfectly agreeing with those 
expressed in the above extract, I cannot use the term 
" Catholic " when speaking of the modern Church of 
Rome. 
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De celeberrimo coenobio Bangor, & Au- 

gustini cum Dynocho Abbate Bangorensi 

colloquio; k Chronico Fratris Nich. 

Trivet prisca Nomannorum dialecto, 

Manuscripto. 

' Done puis que SeintAu- Cum igitur venisset S. 
gustin iestoit venuz, troua Augustinus,invenitinWal- 



en Wales vu Arceuesqe et 
vn Abbeie tresnoble en la 
cite de Bangor e estoit deu- 
isee en sept portions, e en 
ehescune estoient treiscenz 
moines q'viuoient de lur 
labour. Lur Abbe fu apele 
Dinooth sage clerc, e ben 
apris en les sept arz que 
sont liberals apelez. £ 
quant Seint Augustine li 
auoit perle, li demaunda 
subiection, a li com a celi 
qestoit mande legat en la 
terre per le Pape e per la 
court de Rome. Et outre 
ceo, li priast q'il li eidast 



lia Archiepiscopum et 
nobilissimam Abbatiam in 
civitate Bangor divisam in 
septem portiones, quarum 
singulis trecenti erant Mo- 
nachi e labore suo viventes. 
Eorum Abbas appelktus 
est Dynochus, Clericus pru- 
dens, et bene eruditus in 
septem artibus quas liberales 
vocant. Conveniens autem 
ipsum Augustinus, postu- 
lavit ut subjectionem sibi 
praestaret, tanquam Legato, 
a Papa and Curia Romana 
in (hanc) terrain misso; 
rogatque praetereautauxili- 
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depraecher. Mesillidenia 
Tun e l'autre. Puis apres 
la mort Seint Augustin, 
Adelberd Roy de Kenttrop 
corouce entisa Ethelfrid 
Roy de Northumbre e les 
autres Rois de Seasons, en- 
countre le dit Dinooth Abbe 
de Bangor, com apres sera 
contee, pour ceo qn'il auoit 
despit Seint Augustin, com 
anaunt est dist. Speknan 
Concilia, Vol. i. p. 111. 



um ei ferret in praedicando: 
sed unum atq ; alteram 
ille denegavit, Deinde, 
post mortem S. Augustini, 
Adelbertus Rex Cantii, 
graviter accensus, Ethel- 
firidum Regem Northum- 
briae et Saxones suos con- 
tra praefatum Dynochum 
Abbatem Bangorensem 
(quod infra declarabitur) 
excitavit, ed quod S. Au- 
gustinum, ut supra dictum 
est, despexisset. 
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The instrument of Dr. ParAer'^Conseeration, 
with some Attestations of its authenticity. 

Rituurn atque Ceremoniarum Ordo, in Consecrando 

Reverendissimo in Christo Patre, Muttheo Parker, 

Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, in Sacello suo apud 

Manerium suum de Lambeth, die Dominico 17, viz. 

die Mentis Decembris, Anno Dom. 1559. 

P&incipio, Sacellum Tapetibus ad Orientem adornaba- 

tur, solum yero panno rubro insternebatur, Mensa quoq ; 

Sacris peragendis necessaria, tapeto pulvinariq ; ornata 

ad Orientem sita erat. 

Quatuor preterea Cathedrae, quatuor Episcopis, qui- 
bus munus consecrandi Archiepiscopi delegabatur, ad 
austrum Orientalis Sacelli partis erant positae. 

Scamnum preterea tapeto pulvinaribusq ; instratum, 
cui Episcopi genubus flexis inniterentur, ante Cathedras 
ponebatur. 

Pari quoq ; modo Cathedra, scamnunq ; tapeto pul- 
vinariq ; ornatum, Archiepiscopo, ad Borealem .Orien- 
talis ejusdem Sacelli partis plagam posita erant. 

Hiis rebus ita ordine suo instructis, Mane circiter 
quintam aut sextam per Occidentalem portam ingreditur 
Sacellum Archiepiscopus, toga talari coccinea eaputioq ; 
indutus, quatuor precedentibus funalibus, & quatuor 
comitatus Episcopis, qui ejus consecrationi inservirent 
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(verbi gratia) Guilielmo Barlow olim Bathon. & Welkn. 
Episcopo, nunc vera ad Cicestren Episcopatum electo, 
Johanne Scory olim Cicestrise Episcopo & nunc ad 
Herefordensem vocato, Milone Coverdallo olim Exoni- 
ense Episcopo, a Johanne Hodgskinne Bedfordiae Suf- 
fraganeo. Qui omnes postquam sedes sibi paratas ordine 
singuli suo occupassent, Preces continue matutinse per 
Andream Pierson Archiepiscopi Capellanum clara voce 
recitabantur, quibus peractis, Johannes Scory (de quo 
supra diximus) suggestum conscendit, atque inde as- 
sumpto sibi, in thema, Seniores ergo qui in vobis sunt 
obsecro consenior, &c. non ineleganter concionabatur. 

Finita concione, egrediuntur simul Archiepiscopus 
reliquique quatuor Episcopi Sacellum, se ad sacram 
communionem paraturi, neque mora confestim per 
borealem portam in vestiarim ad hunc modum vestiti 
redeunt. Archiepiscopus nimirum linteo superpellkeo 
(quod vocant) induebatur. Cicestrensis electus, capa 
serica ad sacra peragenda paratus utebatur. Cui minis- 
trabant operamq; suam prebebant duo Archiepiscopi 
Capellani, Nicholaus, viz. Bullingham Lincolniae, Archi- 
diaconus, & • Edmundus Gest Cantuariensis quoq ; 
Arcnidiaconus, capis sericis similiter, vestiti. Hereford 
electus & Bedford Suffiraganeneus, linteis superpelliceis 
induebantur. 

Milo vero Coverdallus non nisi toga knea talari 
utebatur, 

Atque hunc in modum vestiti & instruct! ad com- 
munionem celebrandam perrexerunt Archiepiscopo 
genubus flexis ad infimum Sacelli gradum sedente. 
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Finite tandem Evangelio, Hereforden. electus, Bed- 
fordiae Suflraganeus & Milo Coverdallus (de quibus 
supra) Archiepiscopum coram Cicestren. electo apud 
mensam in Cathedra sedenti hiis verbis adduxerunt ; 
Reverende in Deo Pater, hunc virum pium pariter atq ; 
doctum tibi offerimus atq ; presentamus, ut Archiepis- 
eopus consecretur. Postque haee dixissent, proferebatur 
illico Reginn diploma sire mandatum pro consecratione 
Archiepiscopi, quo per Reverendum Thomam Yale 
Legum Doctorem perlecto, Sacramentum de Regio 
Primatu sive suprema ejus authoritate tuenda juxta 
Statuta i. An. Regni Serenissimae Reginae nostra? Eliza- 
beth, promulgata ab eodem Archiespiscopo axigebatur, 
quod cum ille solemniter tactis corporaliter sacris Evan- ! 
geliis conceptis verbis prestitisset, Cicestrens. electus 
qusedam prasfatus atque populum ad orationem hortatus, 
ad Litanias decantandas Choro respondente se accinxit. 
Quibus finitis, post qusestiones aliquot Archiepiscopo per 
Cicestrien. electum propositus, & post orationes & suf-' 
fragia qusedam juxta formam Libri antedicti Parliament! 
editi, apud Deum habita, Cicestriensis Herefordiensis, 
Suffraganeus Bedfordiensis & Milo Coverdallus, manibus 
Archiepiscopo impositis. Accipe (inquiunt Anglic*) 
Spiritum Sanctum, & gratiam Dei quse jam per imposi- 
tionis manuum in te est excitare memento. Non enim 
timoris, sed virtutis, dilectionis & sobrietatis spirituin 
dedit nobis Deua. His ita dictis, Biblia Sacra illi in' 
manibus tradiderunt hujusmodi apud eum verba habentes, 
in legendo, hortando, & docendo vide diligens sis, atque 
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ea meditare assidae quae in hisce Libris scripta sunt, 
noli in his segnis esse quo incrementum inde proveniens 
omnibus innotescat et palam fiat. Cura quae ad te & ad 
docendi munus spectant diligenter. Hoc enim modo 
non teipsum solum, sed et reliquos Auditores tuos per 
Jesum Christum Dominum nostrum salvabis. Postquam 
haec dixissent, ad reliqua communionis solennia pergit 
Cicestrensis, nullum Archiepiscopo tradens pastorale 
baculum : cum quo communicabant una Archiepiscopus, 
et illi Episcopi supra nominati cum alliis etiam nonnullis. 
. Finitis tandem peractisque sacris, egreditur per bo- 
realem orientis Sacelli partis portam Archiepiscopus 
quatuor illis comitatus Episcopis qui eum consecraverant, 
et confestim iisdem ipsis stipatus Episcopis per eandem 
revertitur portam albo Episcopali superpelliceo, crime- 
raque (ut vocant) ex nigro serico indutus, circa collum 
vero collare quoddam ex pretiosis pellibus sabellinis 
(vulgo Sables yocant) consutum gestabat. Pari quoque 
modo Cicestrensis et Herefordensis, suis Episcopalibus 
amictibus, superpellicio scilicet et crimera uterque in- 
duebatur. D. Coverdallus vero et Bedfordise Suf- 
fraganeus togis solummodo talaribus utebantur. Pergens 
dein.de Occidentalem portam versus Archiepiscopus 
Thomas Doyle Economo, Johanni Baker Thesaurario, et 
Johanni Marche computo rotulario, singulis singulos 
Albos dedit Baculos, hoc scilicet modo eis muneribus et 
officiis suis ornans. 

Hiis itaque hunc ad modum ordine suo, ut jam ante 
dictum est peractia, per occidentalem portam Sacellum 
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egreditur Archiepiscopus generosioribus quibusque 
sanguine ex ejus familia eum precedentibus, reliquis vero 
eum a tergo sequentibus. 

Acta gestaque haec erant omnia in praesentia Reve- 
rendorum Episcoporum, Edmundi Qryndall Lonctinensis 
Episcopi electa, Richardi Cocke* Eliensis electi, Edwini 
Sandes Wigorniensis electi, Antfaonii Huse Armigeri, 
Principalis et Primarii Registrarii died Archiepisoopali, 
Thomas Argall Armigeri Regrarii Cicestriae Prerogative 
Cantuariensis, Thomce Willet, et Johannis Incent 
Notariorum publicorum, et aliorum quoque nonnullorum. 

Concordat cum Originali in Bibliotheca Collegii 
Corp, Christi apud Cantabrigians. 

Ita testor Matth. Whinn Notarius 
Jan. 8. Public, et Acad. Cantabr. 

1674. Registrarius Principalis. 

Cambridg. Jan. 11, 1674. 

We whose Names are hereunto subscribed, having 
seen the Original, whereof this Writing is a perfect Copy, 
and considered the Hand, and other Circumstances 
thereof, are fully persuaded that it is a true and genuine 
Record, of the Rites and Ceremonies of Arch-Bishop 
Parker's Consecration, and as ancient as the Date it 
bears. In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our 
Hands, the Day and Year above written. 

Hen. Paman Orat. Publicus. 

Hen. More D.D. 

Ha. Widdrington S.T.D. & D. Marg. P, 
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V/. \Ja V/. V/. 

We tlie Master and Fellows of Corpus Christi Col- 
lege, in the University of Cambridg, do hereby declare 
and certify, That this Writing, being a Narrative of 
Arch-Bishop Parker's Consecration, in Lambeth Chappel, 
is faithfully transcribed from the Original Record in our 
College Library : and that we are fully satisfied that the 
said Record is as ancient as the Date it bears, and the 
occasion to which it doth refer. Nor can we doubt, but 
the plain and evident Tokens of Antiquity which it 
carries, will as much satisfy any ingenuous Persons who 
shall have a sight thereof: Which therefore we shall 
readily afford to those who shall repair to the College 
for that purpose. 

John Spencer D.D. Master of the Coll. 

John Peckover, B.D. 

Erasmus Lane, B.D. 

Ri. Sheldrake, B.D. 

Sam. Beck, B.D. 

Hen. Gosiling, B.D. 

Will. Briggs, M.A. 

John Richer, M.A, 
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An extract from a Saxon Office for the Seven hours of 
prayer, translated by the Rev. William Elstob, formerly 
Fellow of University College, Oxford, and printed with 
the Original Saxon in the Appendix to Dr. Hicks' letters ; 
who says in his preface, that as Mr. J. Spelman (son of 
Sir Henry) was induced to print the Latin Prayers at 
the end of the Latmo-Saxonick Psalter, for their purity, 
so the purity of this Office invited him to publish it as a 
specimen of worship among our Saxon ancestors, before 
the worshipping or invocation of Saints was introduced 
into any office of the Anglo-Saxon Church, no traces of 
which unscriptural practice eanbe discovered till towards 
the close of the tenth century. 



THE OFFICES OF DAILY AND 
NIGHTLY HOURS OF 
PRAYER. 

Divine Service is ap- 
pointed in theChurch Minis- 
trations according to Ca- 
nonical Custom, &c. 
We do it too seldom, if we 



praise God less than seven 
Times a Day. That is, 
Once first of all betimes in 
the Morning, next at Un- 
derntide, after that at Mid- 
day, then at Noon, next at 
Even, at the Forepart of 
the Night, and at Midnight. 
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OF THE FIRST HOUR. 

Look on me, O Lord, 
With thy precious Aid. 

O Lord help roe, 
O be a ready Help 

To me in time to come, 
When my Soul has need. 

Glory be to the Father. 

Be Glory and Praise 
Divulged far and wide. 

Throughout all Nations, 
Thanksgiving and good 
WiU. 

And Power and Mercy, 
And all kind of Charity 

Among the Saints. 
And thy own Judgment 

Apparent to the World. 
How thou canst command, 

The strength of all the 
Earth and Air, 
The Wind and Clouds. 

Thou justly rulest all. 
To Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 
Thou art Father of Com- 
forts, 

Pastor of the Soul, 
Life's Conductor, 



And the Lord of Light, 
Separate from Sin, 

Even so thy Noble Son 
By nature pure 
King over all. 
Blessed Prince, 

Learnings chief Master, 
Sublime comfort of the Soul, 

And holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning. 
As it was at First, 

Lord of Mankind, 
Beauty of all the World, 

And comfort pure. 
And wise Providence. 

Thou declaredst that 
When thou Eternal God, 

Alone didst create . 
Through thy HolyMight. 
The Heavens and the 
Earth; 
And with Earth the Air, 
And all things didst dis- 
pose on Earth, 
Of various kinds, 

And dividedst them, 
Into several sorts. 

Thou madest, Eternal 
God, 

r 3 
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Within six Days space, 

All created things, 
And on the seventh Day, 

Thou didst take thy rest, 
For then finished 

Were thy beauteous 
Works; 
And thou the Sunday, 

Thy self Hallowedst 
And magnifiedstit, 

For the ease of many. 
That high day 

All keep and celebrate, 
That know the Christian 
Rites. 

Holy sincere Devotion, 
And this most high Com- 
mand. 

In our Lord's Name, 
The Day is honoured. 
And now and ever. 

And now, and always. 
Thy true, and real Works, 

And thy manifold Power 
To many doth appear, 

As it thy wise Provi- 
dence, 
Manifesteth wide 



Over all the World. 
Evermore doth stand 

The handywork of God, 
Increaseth as thou pro- 
misedst, 

All serve to thy praise. 
The Holy Harmony, 

With Voices sweet, 
The Book of Christian 
Truth. 

All the Universe 
And we Men declare, 

Hefe upon the Earth, 
Praise and thanks to God, 

Thy Eternal Will, 
And thy Judgment great. 

World without end. 

Andfrom World to World 
endures. 
And King in Glory Reigns, 

And his own Elect, 
The mysterious Trinity of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Angels beautiful, 
The Gift of Glory. 

And perfect peace. 
Soul's thankfulness, 

AndCompassion of Mind, 
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There is most transcendent 
Love. 
Heavens sacred Mansions 
are 
Thro' thy wise encrease 

Every where Ml. 
And the great Effects 
Of thy mighty Power 
over all the Earth. 
Plain and evident, 

That thy self hast made. 
Amen. 

O Lord now arise, 
And to us quickly send, 

Thy friendly aid, 
And rid us from our Foes, 

Because that we thy 
Name 
Love as in duty hound. 

Lordhave Mercy upon us, 
Christ have Mercy upon us, 

Lord haveMercy upon us. 
Our Father which art in 

Heaven. 
Father of Mankinds 

Comfort, I thee pray. 
Holy Lord 



Thou that in Heaven art. 

Hallowed be thy Name. 
That hallowed may be, 

With our Souls utmost 
care, 
Thy Name even now, 

Redeemer Christ, 
And in our Souls recess, 

Be most deeply flxt. 
Thy Kingdom come. 
That now may come to Men, 

O Lord of Might, 
Thy Kingdom even to us. 

Thou Righteous Judge. 
And thy lively Faith 

Upon our Minds, 
Ever plenteously abide. 
Thy will he done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven. 

And thy will with us 
Be here accomplished, 

In the dwelling-place 
Of thy earthly Kingdom, 

With equal Purity, 
As 'tis in Heavens Glory. 

With Blessedness ^a- 
dorn'd 
To the World's end. 
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Give us this day our daily 
Bread. 

And give us now to day 
Lord of all Mankind, 

Heavens King most 
High, 
Our daily Bread. 

Which thou sendest down 
For our Souls relief 

To Mankind on Earth. 
That is spotless Christ 

The Lord our God. 
And forgive us our Debts. 
Pardon, Man's Protector, 

All our Guilt and Sin, 
And our faults forgive. 

Bind up our Bodily 
Wounds, 
And our Wrongs remit. 

As oft as we provoke 
The merciful Goodness. 

Of Almighty God. 
As we forgive our Debtors. 
Even as we forgive, 

Their offence on Earth, 
Who are frequently 

Guilty towards us, 
And for their Evil-deeds 



Meditate no Wrath, 
That we may obtain eternal 

Life. 
And lead us not into Temp- 
tation. 

And lead us not to 
Punishment, 
Not into sad despair, 

Nor Temptation, 
Christ our Saviour, 

Lest we ungodly Men, 
From all thy Mercies, 

Thro' wicked Enmity, 
Should be shut out. 
But deliver us from evil. 

From Evil set us free, 
Even now from every Foe. 

We from the bottom of 
our Hearts, 
Ruler of Angels, 

Lord truly vanquishing, 
Give Thanks and Glory, 

Forasmuch as thou 
By thy Gracious Power 

From Hell's Captivity 
Hast us redeemed. 

Amen. Be it so. 
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The Form of Subscription for the Bishops of 
the Province of Canterbury, was this. 

Librum Precum publicarum, Administrationis Sacra- 
mentorum, aliorumq ; Rituum^Eccksice Anglicance, una 
cum forma fy modo ordinandi et consecrandi Episcopos 9 
Presbyteros $ Diaconos, juxta Literas Regies Majestatis 
nobis in hoc parte directas Reyisum, # quingentas quad- 
raginta fy quatuor paginas continentem : Nos GuUehnus 
Providentid Divind Cantuariensis Archiepiscopus 9 totius 
Anglice Primas fy Metropolitans } fy Nos Episcopi ejus- 
dem Provincice, fy in Sacra Provinciali Synodo legitime 
congregate unanimi assensu $ consensu, in hanc formam 
redegimus t recepimus 9 fy approbavimus 9 eidemq ; subscript 
simus ; Vicesvmo die Mensis Decembris, An. Dom, Mil- 
lesimOy Sexcentesimo, Sexagesimo primo. 

W. Cant 

Gilb. London. Georgius Vigomknsis. 

GuUelmusBaih.fyWellens. Georgius Asaphensis. 

per Procuratorem suum Ro. GuUel. Menevensis. 

Oxon. Ro. Lincoln. 

MaUhaus Elien. B. Petrib. 

Ro. Oxon. Hugo Landovensis, 

Guil. Bangor. Johannes Exoniensis. 
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Joh. Roffens. GUb. BristoUensis. 

Hen. Cicestrensis. Guil. Gloucestrensis. 

Humphredus Sarum. Ed. Norvic. 

To this Form of Subscription were subjoined. 

The Subscription of the Lower-House of 
Convocation, in this Form. 

Nos etiam universus Clerus inferioris Domus ejusdem 
Provincial synodice eongregat. dicta Libra pubUcarum 
Precum, Sacramentorum $ Rtiuum, una cum forma $ 
modo ordinandi $ consecrandi Episcopos, Presbyteros, $ 
Diaconos, unanimiter consenshnus $ subscripsimus, Die 
et Anno prafdictis. 

Hen. Fern. Decan. E liens. Jasper Mayne, Archidiac. 

4* Procurator. Cicestrens. 

Guil.Brough,Decan.Glouc. Geo. Benson, Archidiac 
Thorn. Warms try t Decanus Heref. 

Wigom. Antonius Sparrow, Archi- 
Jo. Barwick, S. PauU Lon- diac. Sudburiensis. 

don, Decan. $c. Robertas Hitch, Archidiac. 

Leicestrens. $c. 

The Bishops of the Province of York sub- 
scribed according to this Form. 

Librorum Precum publicarum, Administrationis Sacra- 
mentorum, aUorumq ; Rituum Ecclesia AngUcana?, una 
cum forma $ modo ordinandi $ consecrandi Episcopos, 
Presbyteros $ Diaconos, juxta Literas Regies Majestatis 
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nobis in hoc parte directas, Revisum, fy quingentas quad- 
raginta 8f quatuor paginas continentem, Nos Acceptus 
Procidentia Divina Eborum Archiepiscopus Provincice 
in sacra Provincial^ Synodo legitime congregate unanimi 
assensu $ consensu in hanc formam redegimus, recepimus 
$ approbavimus, eidemq ; subscripsimus, Vicesimo Men- 
sis Decembris, Anno Dom. Milksimo, sexcentesimo f 
sexagesimoprimo. 

Ac. Ebor. 
Jo, DunehnensU. Rich. Carliol. 

The Subscription of the Clergy of the 
Province of York was in this Form. 

Nos etiam universus Clerus inferioris DomUs ejusdem 
Provincice Ebor. synodice congregati, per nostras respec- 
tive Procurators, sufficienter et legitime constitut. et sub- 
stitut. dicto Libro pubUcarum Precum, Administrationis 
Sacramentorum et Rituum, una cum forma et modo ordi- 
nandi et consecrandi Episcopos, Presbyteros et Diaconos, 
unanimiter consensimus et subscripsimus, die et anno 
prcedictis. 

Henr. Fern. Matt. Smallwood. 

Jo. Berwick. Humphredus Lloyd. 

Rob. Hitch. And. Sandeland. 
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Extract from the Litany as published in the Reign of 
Henry VIII. 

Be mercifUl to us, and spare us, Lorde. 

Be mercifull to us, and delyver us, Lorde. 

From all Synne, delyver us, Lorde. 

From all Errour, delyver us, Lorde. 

From all Yvell, delyver us, Lorde. 

From the Crafty Traynes of the Divell, delyver us, 
Lorde. 

From the imminent PeryU of Synne, delyver us, 
Lorde. 

From the Possession of Devylls, delyver us, Lorde. 

From the Spirite of Fornication, delyver us, Lorde. 

From the Desire of Vain-glory, delyver us, Lorde. 

From the Uncleannesse of Mynde and Body, delyver 
us, Lorde. 

From unclene Thoughts, delyver us, Lorde. 

From the Blindnesse of the Herte, delyver us, Lorde. 

From Sodeyn and unprovided Dethe, delyver us, 
Lorde. 

From Pestilence and Famine, delyver us, Lorde. 

From all mortal Warre, delyver us, Lorde. 

From Lyghtnynge and Tempestious Wethers, dely- 
ver us, Lorde. 

From Seditions and Schismies, delyver us, Lorde. 

From Everlastinge Dethe, delyver us, Lorde. 
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Extracts from Walker 9 s Sufferings of the Clergy. 

Dr. Edward Layfield, Archdeacon of Essex, and Vicar 
of All-hallows, London, while engaged in performing 
divine service in his Church, was dragged out of the 
Church, set on horseback with his surplice on, the Com- 
mon-Prayer book tied about his neck, and in this manner 
forced to ride through the city of London whilst the mob 
hooted after him. — Partii. p. 49. 

William Losse, M. A. Vicar of Wedon-Pinkney, 
Northamptonshire, received most barbarous treatment 
from the puritan party : On Sunday, July 2, 1 643, twelve 
of the parliament troopers, under command of an officer, 
came into the Church, and ordered him to leave off 
reading the Common-Prayer and immediately go with 
them to Northampton ; on his refusing, they fired several 
times at him, and wounded him in three places with their 
swords, leaving him as dead. — See the account at 
length, Part ii. 266. 

John Heslehead, Vicar of Warkworth, while officiating 
in his Church, was assaulted by a party of the parliament 
soldiers, who came in a very rude manner and disturbed 
the congregation, one of them came up to him, and 
holding a pistol to his breast, threatened to shoot him if 
he did not desist. Having turned him out of the Church, 

a 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX VII. 

they next turned his poor wife and children and whole 
family out of the Vicarage-house. — Partii. p. 272. 

Thomas Wibrow, A. M. Rector of Pebmarsh, Essex. 
A party of the parliament mob came into his Church 
one Sunday and seized him in the reading-desk, rent his 
clothes, and threatened to pull him to pieces ; he escaped 
into the Churchyard, where they assaulted him most 
violently, and demanded his own book of Common-Prayer, 
which he had been using, that belonging to the parish 
having been already torn in pieces ; upon hisrefusing to 
give it up to them they beat him severely, took it from 
him by force, and carried itoff in triumph. — Partii. p. 396. 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST 

Qf the Early Ecclesiastical Writers whose works are quoted or 
otherwise referred to in this Book. 



WROTE ABOUT A.D. 




EDITION U8S.B, 


Clemens Romanus 


70 




London 1694 


Justin Martyr 


150 




Folio 1593 


TertuUuiB 


190 




Folio, Eigalt, LuteL 1641 


Origen 


230 




Apud Usher. 


Cyprian 


250 




Pamel. Colon. Folio 1616 


Arnobius 


297 




Apud Usher. 


Lactantius 


300 




Dufresnoy, Lutet Paris 1748 


Eusebius 


330 


fltaLM?} FoK <>Lut. Paris 1544 


Athyi^ftfoiB 


350 




Apud Palmer. 


Hilary 


360 




Folio, Paris 1652 


Ambroskts 


370 




Apud Palmer. 


Basil Magnus 


370 




Apud Palmer. 


John Chrysostom 


400 




Folio, SaviL Eton 1613 


Jerome 


400 




Apud Usher. 


Augustine 


410 




Folio, Basil 1569 


Vincentins T.iriwmsis 


430 




Oxford 1836 


Theodoret 


440 




Apud Usher. 


Patrick 


440 MS. 


in Bibli. Begia Apud Usher. 


Synodus Patricii 


450 MS. 


in Bibli Cotton Apud Usher. 


SeduHus 


490 




Apud Usher. 


Gildas 


540 




Apud Stillingfleet et Usher. 


■ ». English Edition 






London 1638 


Columbanus 


600 




Apud Usher. 


G alius 


630 




Apud Usher. 


AttetorlibrideMirabilibusScripture 657 inter 


Opera August Folio, Basil. 1569 


Adamnanus " 


690 




Apud Usher. 


Bede 


731 




Folio, Colon. Agrip. 1688 


Alcuin 


795 




Apud Collier. 


dandius Sootus 


815 




Apud Usher. 


Eioemarch 


1090 


(MS. in Biblioth. BedellO 
(Episcopi. apud Usher.' 


Mattbams Farisiensis 


1240 




Apud Collier. 


Nicol. Trivetas 


1307 




ApudSpelman. 
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AN ALPHABETICAL LIST 
Of Modern Writer* quoted or referred to. 

Anderson, Historical Sketches of the Native Irish Edinburgh 1890 

Burnet's History of Che Reformation Folio, London 1679 

Bona Cardinal. Rerum Liturgicarnm Quarto, Borne 1671 

Camden, Britannia, Ed. Gibson Folio, London 1722 

Collier, EcoL Hist Folio, London 1708 

Cave, Primitive Christianity London 1682 

Durant de Bitibus Quarto, Lugdnnuxn 1675 

Dn Pin EecL Hist , Folio, London 1603 

Hohnshed Folio, London 1577 

Hicks' Letters Octavo, London 1705 

Johnson, Clergyman's Vade Meeum London 1731 

Mason's Vindication of the Ministry of the Church of) ^ 

England, by Lindsey ) Foho, London 1728 

Malmsbury, William of Edition Savil 

Mendham, Life and Pontificate of Pius V. London 1832 

— — Council of Trent London 1834 

■ Literary Policy of the Church of Borne London 1630 

Missale Romanum Folio, Antwerp 1650 

NichoDs' Annot on Corn-Prayer Folio, London 1710 

Pontificate Romanum Folio, Rome 1682 

Palmer's Origmes liturgies Oxford 1836 

Platina, Titis Pontifioum Folio, Colon. Agrip. 1479 

Quiroga. Index Expurgatorum Salmurium 1601 

Bapin, Hist England Folio, London 1732 

Spelmau's Concilia Folio, London 1639 

Sparrow, Bp. Rational. Com.-Prayer Duodec. London, probably 1684 

Stillingfleet Origines Britan. Folio, London 1665 

Usserii Antiquitates Eccl. Brit Folio, London 1687 

Usher's Answer to a Jesuit, &o. Cambridge 1835 

Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy Folio, London 1714 



THE END. 
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